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while you’re drinking to the health 
of Arizona’s wine industry, make 
sure you save room in your 

“saluds” for its many outstanding bed and 
breakfasts.

Bed and breakfasts are my favorite means 
of accommodation. After all, I’m staying in 
someone’s home, and, no matter how grand a 
hotel or resort is, that unique hospitality, that 
warmth of a person’s home, is always special. 
Waking up to a beautiful Arizona dawn and 
the smells and sounds of breakfast — the 
toast popping up, the bacon grease sizzling 
– make bed and breakfasts so unique.

Great locations exist throughout the state 
close to vineyards and wineries. Th e Arizona 
Bed and Breakfast Association alone counts 
60 members. Some are log construction, some 
Victorian, some contemporary, but all off er 
individual comforts and joys.

Cruising Santa Cruz  

In lush Santa Cruz County, the heart of 
wine country, three bed and breakfasts to 
consider are the Duquesne House Bed and 
Breakfast in Patagonia, La Hacienda de So-
noita in Sonoita and Hacienda Corona de 
Guevavi in the border town of Nogales. Th ese 
are all small and intimate, with either four or 
fi ve rooms.

Wendy and Phil Stover’s Hacienda Corona 
de Guevavi sits on the banks of the Santa 
Cruz River. Th is area was home to the Ho-
hokam and Pima Indians for centuries before 
Father Kino arrived in 1691. Here the legend-
ary padre built his fi rst mission in what is 
today the continental United States; it’s just a 

short 15-minute walk from the house. Father 
Kino would later begin building San Xavier 
del Bac farther north — what we know as 
the superlative “White Dove of the Desert” 
near Tucson.

History is everywhere here. From the mag-
nifi cent Tumacacori Mission just north, you 
can book monthly tours, October to May, of 
the Guevavi and Calabasas ruins. Nearby is 

Tubac Presidio State Historic Park, where the 
Spanish built their fort in 1752 prior to mov-
ing north to Tucson to build a second.

Th e state’s fi rst livestock ranch was also 
established here in 1728 by Juan Bautista 
de Anza Sr., who called it Guevavi Ranch. 
Homesteaded in 1915, the ranch became a 
Hollywood hideaway, whose owner, Ralph 
Wingfi eld, lent some of his cattle to his soon 
friend and business partner, fellow rancher 
John Wayne, for the movie “Red River.” 

On 36 acres, the Stovers’ hacienda-style 
home is private and peaceful, located between 
Tubac and Patagonia, yet close enough to 
the wonderful restaurants and other sites of 
Nogales and Santa Cruz County. Th e area’s 
birding and stargazing are well known, and 
the Stovers also have a swimming pool.

Th e Stovers bought the headquarters of the 
Guevavi Ranch and several acres surrounding 
it in 2002. “Th e house had suff ered 28 years 
of ‘deferred maintenance,’” Wendy explained, 
“so it took us another year and a few months 
to renovate and restore it and open it.”

Each room has a private or semi-private 
patio. You can choose the room where Wayne 
stayed when he visited — a two-room suite 
nobly called the “Duke” – or you can choose 
from four other rooms: La Patrona, with a 
fi replace, a king-size bed and a Jacuzzi for two 
in the bathroom; a two-room suite decorated 
in a ’40s ranch style; Out of Africa, with décor 
that combines Native American and African 
infl uences; and the Corona, after artist/bull-
fi ghter Salvador Corona, whose murals adorn 
the courtyard’s interior walls.

Straight A’s
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Another great Santa Cruz place, Tom and 
Cheryl Rogos’ La Hacienda de Sonoita cel-
ebrates the cowboy lifestyle. Choose from the 
Railroad Room, Mission Room, Ranch Room 
or Grand Canyon Room — all decorated 
with family antiques and locally created art. 
Each room has a private bath with a shower, 
and the Grand Canyon room includes a fi re-
place and shower with a tub. Tom is famous 
for his cast-iron cooking; a full breakfast 
includes homemade scones, apple skivers and 
other pastries.

Finally, Nancy McCoy and Ralph Schmitt’s 
adobe-style Duquesne House Bed and Break-
fast, in view of the Patagonia Mountains, 
honors the miners who originally boarded 
here. Its three suites and one studio apartment 
all have private baths, sitting rooms and a rear 
door that opens onto the back patio. Rustic 
Mexican furniture and folk art, hand-stitched 
quilts and cross-stitch samplers complete the 
rooms.

Th ese rooms include the Rollin R. Richard-
son Suite, named for the mining company 
owner who founded Patagonia and built the 
house in 1898; it features a wrought-iron 
bed and hand-painted fl owers. Miss Medley’s 
Suite is Santa Fe inspired, with a wood-burn-
ing stove, claw foot tub and Mexican bark 
paintings, and Marguerite’s Suite features two 
antique needlepoint chairs and an heirloom 
wall hanging appliquéd with pink roses. Fi-
nally, the studio, El Cuarto Bonito, includes a 
kitchenette, television and a walk-in shower. 

“Th e fi rst time I stayed here, I fell in love 
with its ambiance,” said McCoy, an Illinois �

Adobe Grand Villas in Sedona. Photo courtesy of the 
Sedona Chamber of Commerce Tourism Bureau
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native who moved to Arizona two and a half years 
ago. “My goal is to have all of my guests feel the 
same way.”

B&Bs: A Cochise County stronghold 

Nearby Cochise County, where Wyatt Earp 
walked the walk and the great Native American 
leader Cochise made his own getaway in the Chir-
icahuas, off ers a wide variety of bed and breakfasts. 
Th ree outstanding examples are Sunglow Ranch, 
the Cochise Stronghold Bed and Breakfast and, in 
Bisbee, the Old Bisbee Bed and Breakfast.

On 400 acres and backing up to 300,000 acres 
of national forest, Sunglow Ranch rests at 5,400 
feet, just a few hiking miles from the Chiricahua 
National Monument. Th is is small and intimate, 
but upscale, with nine casitas, noted ranch manager 
Susan Nunn, adding that the owner completed a 
$2 million renovation in 2004. Each casita features 
murals by Tucson’s Freia Ramsey. Some casitas have 
fi replaces and all have their own theme and patios 
with spectacular views. Hiking trails are adjacent 
to the inn.

Also at the 5,000-foot mark, the Cochise Strong-
hold Bed and Breakfast is a two-suite inn in the 
Dragoon Mountains and a 64,000-acre evergreen 
forest. Surrounded by mountain peaks and lush 
native vegetation, John and Nancy Yates’ home is 
secluded and quiet. Th e Yates have committed to 
sustainable building practices and work to main-
tain the area’s natural beauty. To that end, on-site 
there is a tepee with a wood-burning stove that 
sleeps four people and a yurt that is used as a retreat 
or meditation room. 

Dale Fountaine, who opened his winery in Bis-
bee Sept. 30, also owns Th e Old Bisbee Bed and 
Breakfast in the city’s Federal Historic District, 
near the shops and dining downtown. Close by are 
Th e Bisbee Mining and Historical Museum, Queen 
Mine Tours, the historic Copper Queen Hotel and 
the Muheim Heritage House.

Just up the road in Benson, if you’re planning 
to enjoy some wineries and visit the remarkable 
Kartchner Caverns State Park, look into the As-
tronomer’s Inn (formerly Skywatcher’s Inn), where 
you can view the heavens through its Vega-Bray 
Observatory in nightly astronomer-guided stargaz-
ing sessions.

Accommodating central and northern Arizona

Near the wineries of central Arizona, you can 
enjoy great bed and breakfast accommodations in 
communities such as Prescott, Sedona and Flag-
staff , and the smaller communities, too, such as 
Cornville.

In Prescott, known for its Victorian homes, the 
Pleasant Street Inn Bed and Breakfast is close to 
historic Whiskey Row and all of the other stores 
and restaurants that make Arizona’s fi rst Territorial 
capital so charming. Owner and resident innkeeper 
Jeanne Watkins has four two-room suites, all with 
private baths. Upstairs, the Pine View Suite has a 

The John Wayne room at the Hacienda Corona de Guevavi
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bay window, fi replace and full-size sofa bed; 
the Garden Room has white wicker furnish-
ings, a queen-size bed and private bathroom; 
and the Prescott Room has a king-size bed 
and large private bathroom. Downstairs, the 
Terrace Suite off ers a connecting covered 
deck, a full-size sofa bed in the sitting room, a 
queen-size bed and a private bathroom.

Originally a boarding house, the Hotel 
Vendome is also downtown — a combina-
tion historic inn and bed and breakfast. Built 
in 1917, this two-story landmark hotel once 
included the quarters for Tom Mix, the great 
silent-era cowboy fi lm star; when he made 
movies in Prescott, he rented a room here by 
the year. Conveniently, Hotel Vendome is just 
around the corner from Whiskey Row and 
Courthouse Square.

Signifi cantly diff erent is the Log Cabin Bed 
and Breakfast near the landmark Granite 
Dells. Its four rooms, all with queen-size 
beds and private baths, are the Bird’s Nest 
with great views of Granite Mountain; Cozy 
Fireside, with a dormer window to catch sight 
of the Granite Dells and San Francisco Peaks; 
Granny’s Attic, with white wicker and coun-
try pastels; and Suite Solitude, with a private 
patio and fi replace.

Nearby Sedona delivers more than 30 bed 
and breakfasts with about 270 rooms. Th ree 
superlative examples are Adobe Grand Villas 
in Sedona; the Briar Patch Inn in Oak Creek 
Canyon, along Highway 89A; and the newly 
opened Page Springs Bed and Breakfast at 
Rancho Feliz in Cornville, especially close to 
the wineries.

Stuart Berman’s Adobe Grand off ers the 
largest guest rooms in Sedona from 950 
square feet, all with two fi replaces, jetted tubs, 
private patios or balconies. Your stay includes 
in-room full breakfast, a pool, spa, free high-
speed Internet and other amenities.

Th e well-known Briar Patch off ers 18 cot-
tages along nine lush acres of Oak Creek, the 
green to Sedona’s red. In the summer, you’ll 
enjoy live music with your breakfast. Th e cot-
tages are in Southwest and Native American 
décor with wood-burning fi replaces. Th is is 
a particularly engaging location for nature 
lovers.

On eight acres in Cornville, Th e Page 
Springs Bed and Breakfast is just seven miles 
south of Sedona on eight tranquil acres. Th e 
two homes off er two intimate suites and 
two spacious guest rooms, each with private 
bathrooms. 

For those who prefer even cooler spring 
and summer accommodations, 7,000-foot 
Flagstaff  is still close to the central Arizona 
wineries as well as to the great attractions of 

Northern Arizona, including the Grand Can-

yon, Walnut Canyon, Meteor Crater and the 

Petrifi ed Forest.

Two diff erent experiences are the Starlight 

Pines Bed and Breakfast, hosted by Richard 

Svendsen and Michael Ruiz, and Joe and 

Raquel Sanchez’s Aspen Inn Bed and Break-

fast. Just outside downtown, the Aspen off ers 

rooms that include cable TV, wireless Inter-

net, air-conditioning, telephones and fully 
stocked mini-refrigerators.

Amidst the pines at the foot of 9,299-foot 
Mt. Elden, Starlight Pines is a reproduction 
of a 1912 Victorian. Chosen by the editor of 
Rand McNally as “Best of the Road,” Starlight 
Pines is the only bed and breakfast in Arizona 
to receive this award, Svendsen noted. Th is is 

known as Flagstaff ’s most romantic inn. He 

writes: “Th e entire house is fi lled with fi ne an-

tiques, including vintage claw foot bathtubs. 

We even have a China tub that weighs almost 

600 pounds. All the antique light fi xtures are 

also unique throughout the house. We serve a 

full two-course gourmet breakfast each morn-

ing — a diff erent breakfast for up to an eight-

day stay. We also have two Tiff any lamps in 

each of our four rooms, which are named 
after the diff erent lamps in each of them: 
Dragonfl y, Peacock, Lily and Art Deco.” And 
for those who prefer old-fashioned romance 
under the moonlight, Svendsen can satisfy 
that need, too: “We have a 70-foot by 12-foot 
wraparound porch with a wooden swing on 
it!”   ◆
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