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Newsletter #8    February 25, 2011

This month’s newsletter is longer than usual because of all the great association news we have to share! 

1. IBBA website log in information for members

2. PAII membership (see attachment)

3. Convention News

4. Inspected “Gem” program 

5. Inns for sale page on the IBBA website

6. 2nd listing on the IBBA Website

We are excited to welcome the following FIVE new members for a total of FIFTY-EIGHT as of February, 2011: 

Dutch Oven in Cascade 

St. Joe Riverfront in St. Maries

Insurance Services (Business Partner)

Association Alliance (Business Partner) 

Credit Card Processing (Business Partner)

(If you are a member, you can access these business partners from the website after logging in on the membership page.)

Blue Heron has volunteered to be our new rep. for region 6, Eastern: Big thanks to Claudia Klingler! Dutch Oven will be our new rep for region 3, Southwest: Big thanks to John Warren!

1.  IBBA Website: Members, please be sure to add details to your listing on the website! 
· Go to www.idahobba.com
· Bottom right corner of the home page: click on member log in
· If you have never logged in, you will need a password: call Mary Kendall, at Mountain View Internet 1-509-292-0841 or email her support@mountainviewhosting.com
·  After you have logged in, click on “Edit your listing” link from the user menu
· You will be taken to a display of your basic information. Click on the “edit” link displayed at the lower left of your listing. 
· Changes are not instant, but are added to the directory pending approval
· Please limit short summary to 50 words and long description to a maximum of 500 words
· Please enter as much information with as much detail as possible on the listing form
· You may add up to 5 images (do not add images with borders, text or logos)
· Be sure to add a recipe and any specials/packages or upcoming events at your inn
· VERY IMPORTANT! Be sure to submit before exiting the form page 
· Not yet a member? You are listed on the site, as a non member with just the name of your business, but you may not personalize your listing until becoming a member of IBBA. This is an invaluable opportunity for you to promote your business on the internet! Check it out at www.idahobba.com 
You will also have access to our business partners by becoming a member. By now, I hope all of our members have been contacted by our Association endorsed credit card processing company. Our newest business partner is specializing in the field of small lodging insurance. We are contacting businesses throughout the state that you refer your guests to. Please don’t hesitate to call or email me with some of your favorites! We hope they will become travel partners.

2. PAII: Through a special arrangement with the Professional Association of Innkeepers International, (PAII), we are able to obtain a substantial discount for a dual membership package. The introductory level package in PAII is normally $89. It has been offered to our members for only $69 for one year, a 20% + discount. For those of you who have not joined IBBA, you can join both for $144. Dual membership in both associations can only be a win-win for our members. 

3.  Annual Convention: A potential offer has been presented to the IBBA board members regarding our annual convention. As a result of this offer, we think it would be very advantageous to wait until May, 2012 for our next annual meeting. This generous offer would not make it feasible for us to have a convention in October of 2011 because of the short period of time between Oct. & May. Stay tuned for these very important updates.

4.  “Gem” Inspections: Many of today’s travelers want assurances that the lodging they have chosen meets industry & association standards. As an optional program for our members, the IBBA Board has compiled a set of practices that we consider a step above our current standards. 

This program is available now and approved inns will be designated on the IBBA website with a “gem” icon. Please contact us if you are interested in this program. We will set up an appointment for your evaluation for this unique designation. We have a lodging specialist/consultant who will perform the evaluation. Fee $60.

5.  Inns For Sale: A free bonus feature now available with your membership is the inns for sale section of the website. Log in as a member and proceed to the “Trip Planner” page and you will see the “Inns For Sale” box in the lower right hand corner. Simply click on the box and follow the instructions to submit your listing. (Don’t forget to submit). This feature is another example of what your $75 membership can do for you! Those of you with inns for sale, who are not currently members of IBBA, this is a great advertising opportunity with membership. 

6. Second Lodging Category Listings: If you have a specific and/or different type of lodging, for example along with your main lodge, you also have a cabin, yurt, cottage or tent cabin, you may choose to show those cabins etc., under a second listing for $25. This second listing gives your potential guests another avenue to search for your unique lodging. 

Join our great association! Our Association holds a large umbrella because we include Guest Ranches; Tent Cabins; Dude Ranches; Traditional B&B’s; Country Inns; Cottages; Guest Houses & Farm Stays. We would like to encourage all of you who are not yet members of our state Association to join, and get your business advertised on our website! Send your check, $75, made out to IBBA, to the address below or pay on line through paypal. We welcome your involvement as we continue to grow and meet the challenges ahead! 
Brian Scott, President & Sharlene Scott, Secretary/ Grant Administrator

705 S. Zircon Lane

Coeur d’Alene, ID 83814
208-664-9650   Toll Free: 877-664-9650  

info@americancountrybedandbreakfast.com
www.americancountrybedandbreakfast.com
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