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Commander’s Call 
Alan Ginos 

 
   Later in this issue, or wherever the editor 
puts it, you will find my article that did not ap-
pear in the last issue.  Not that it is good but 
since the time was put in to write it don’t want 
to waste the effort.  For current information 
read on here. 
 
   Horses hooves have been trimmed, vet vacci-
nations accomplished, driver training this 
weekend for skills work and grooming.  This 
adds up to Team 2 horses are about to be 
ready to put the 3rd U.S. on the roll—for Prado 
in less than two weeks.  We are up to enough 
people to go with the full complement of two 
teams, guns, ambulance and wagon.  May 
have to dismount swing drivers to work the 
guns, but we will be in action and plenty of it. 
Plus we eat with another unit so don’t have to 
cook for ourselves, which brings up a point. 
 
   We are out of Provisioners for the 2013 cam-
paign season.  Know someone that wants to 
step up and help feed this unit throughout the 
year?  By Mariposa many of you are going to 
be very worried about food if we don’t get some 
new volunteers in the mix. 
 
   For those of you not aware, 1st Sgt. Foster is 
out of action for perhaps the year with medical 
issues.  We wish for the fullest and fastest re-
covery for Scott.  Please keep him in your 
thoughts and don’t forget to stay in communi-
cation with him and Karen.  Until Scott is 
back, Lt. Dombroski and other victims will fill 
in to perform the 1st Sgt.’s duties at events.  
We need to have good performance to report 
from events this year so Scott knows we are 
keeping up with his intentions. 
 

(Continued on page 5) 

Dispatches from the Dog 
Tent 

Ted Miljevich 
 

   The 2013 re-enacting season is upon us 
heavy and fast. We have several public and 
training events in close order.  Add to this we 
are short handed with some key members on 
detached duty and sick report.  We need all 
members to respond in kind when the call to 
arms comes into play.  Planning, equipment 
allocation, and decisions need to be made to 
make events happen.  We need everybody to do 
their part and those that maybe have been 
along for the ride will need to step up as 
needed to fill the voids. 
 
   Membership is important as we all know.  If 
you have not re-enlisted in the unit, don’t wait 
for someone to track you down.  Get the paper-
work done and in before events so we can get 
other important matters done at events.  Don’t 
forget, if you have extra funds to help the club, 
please donate.  We are still working on increas-
ing our number of people signing up for the 
adopt a horse program.  
 
   The next board meeting is Sunday, yes Sun-
day, April 14th, 2:00 pm at the San Ramon 
Marriott.  As always, any member in good 
standing may attend or you may contact your 
member at large to send along any messages.  
We look forward to any helpful participation.  

 

Mystery in History 
 

How many casualties would be suffered on 
both sides at the battle of Gettysburg (killed, 

wounded, and missing)?  
 

Answer on page 15 

“Mike Johnson Chronicles” 
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Reconnaissance in Las 
Mariposas 

Wendy Bailey 
 

   The evening sun sank low on the horizon as 
we harnessed the beautiful seal bay mares tied 
to the wheels of the Civil War era Army Escort 
wagon.  A beautiful scene surrounded us, the 
rolling green hills of Mariposa lined with aged 
and majestic oaks.  The white A frame tents in 
rows of the Union Army were a fitting contrast 
and completed our ride back in time to some-
where in 1864.   
 
   The song of the killdeer and kestrels were 
silenced by the firing of the first cannon signal-
ing the opening the evening battle.  We rushed 
to hook the team to the wagon.  As Paul Casini 
drove away from camp, the light faded rapidly, 
fog from the cannon’s firing oozed several feet 
above the ground in a dip crossing flowing like 
a river.  My steadfast “lead” horse Saber was 
hesitant to cross it but Grasshopper and Gum-
drop, the mares pulling the wagon, stepped up 
and crossed through it without hesitation.  
 
   On through the Sutlers Row and then cir-
cling around to “sneak” behind the enemy to 
see what it was like on the “other side”; we had 
wisely removed our blue coats.  What a sight it 
was: the glow of the confederate tents across 
the field and the flash of the cannons on the 
battlefield separating us through the darkening 
descending dusk.  Erie and strangely beautiful 
were the flashes of light and the resulting 
smoke erupting.  As we approached camp, the 
looks of the confederate civilians were incredu-
lous as we rumbled through in a freight wagon.  
We claimed we were delivering stolen goods 
from the “damn yanks”; they weren’t falling for 
it for a second, but we were met with mostly 
good natured remarks.   
 
   However, when we had finished with the Reb 
Camp walk about and approached the Confed-
erate gun line from behind, the remarks were…
ahem.  Not nearly so good natured.  I shall in 
the name of decency not recount them here, 
but your imagination of descriptive short 
words used did the Confederates proud!  Cap-

tain Ginos, always the consummate leader 
(even in misguided deeds) and who was stowed 
away as contraband on the wagon didn’t even 
have the decency to stay hunkered down and 
out of sight.  However, we eventually were al-
lowed to pass through without bloodshed 
which was good of them Rebs.  
 
   By the time we had completely circled the 
battlefield and returned to the “right” camp it 
was dark.  I mean DARK!  We unhitched the 
beautiful mares, gave them scratches and 
treats for a job well done and retreated to the 
campfire to tell tall tales and bigger than life 
lies.  The life of a private in the 3rd US is good. 

A Craftsman in the Ranks 
Ken Dombroski 

 
   During the Civil War, artillery batteries had 
their share of trained mechanics, craftsman, 
and the like join the colors.  In our reenact-
ment unit, we have our share of modern day 
mechanics, computer techs, and office work-
ers, but the skilled craftsman able to work on 
wood and iron carriages and equipment is a 
rare find.  We are lucky to have one such 
craftsman in W. Dave Johnson.  Dave owns a 3 
inch Ordnance Rifle and a limber, and when 
he’s not falling in with the 3rd Artillery, he is 
the commander of Battery E, 2nd U.S. Artillery 
in the ACWA.  In the coming months, you will 
see some of Dave’s skilled work on display. 
 
   Our illustrious Captain Ginos had been 
nudging me for some time to come up with a 
design for tompions for our guns.  As far as I 
know, there were no standard tompions issued 
to light artillery batteries for their guns, so it 
was up to the units to craft their own.  A cou-
ple of commercially available tompions from 

modern vendors 
look more like can-
non pacifiers and 
not very Civil War 
period looking; 
probably Revolu-
tionary War style.  

(Continued on page 4) 
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   Last year at the 150th Antietam reenactment 
back east, I was wandering around the artillery 
camp looking at various pieces of equipment 
from different reenactment batteries and came 
across a pair of 
Ordnance Rifles 
with wicked 
looking muzzle 
covers.  Ooh, 
ooh, must have 
these for our 
g u n s ,  m e 
thinks, as I 
snapped a cou-
ple of close up 
photos.  
 

   The leather of these 
tompions matches 
our tack and would 
look great on our 
guns, but who could 
make them?  Ask 
Dave says the Cap-
tain, so I did and in a 
couple of weeks, 
Dave shows up with 
a prototype that 
looks just like the 
ones from Antietam.  
With a minor adjust-
ment to the leather to 

fit over the 
front sight, 
Dave’s crea-
tion fits like a 
glove on our 
Ordnance Ri-
fles.  This 
campaign sea-
son, the 3rd 
U.S. Artillery 
will now have 
some wicked 
looking muz-
zle covers for 
our guns.  
Huzzah for 
Dave!   
 

(CRAFTSMAN ~ Continued from page 2) 

 

   But wait, the story does not end here.  About 
the time Dave was showing me his handiwork, 
I discovered one of our derelict sponge buckets 
with a broken lid hiding behind boxes of nuts 
and bolts on a bottom shelf in the shop at 
Camp Warhorse.  After muttering under my 

breath about folks 
not taking care of 
our gear, I held up 
the poor old thing 
and asked Dave if he 
could revive it.  Can 

do, says he.  Sure 
enough, presto 
fixo and Dave re-
stored our sponge 
bucket to like 
new.  Another 
huzzah for Dave!  
 
 
 
   But wait, there’s even more!  Rather than 
learn to be a driver with a bunch of pretty col-
lege girls Katie Rejaian had over at Camp War-
horse for the day, Dave thought it would be 
more fun to help disassemble Gun #2 with 
yours truly and a couple of volunteers.  I de-
cided we had to get its cheeks aligned properly, 
so we don’t lose a cannon tube next time it hits 
a pot hole when being towed at the gallop.  
Long story short, after spending several hours 
trying to align the cheeks, we decided they 
were too warped to be straightened by simply 
tightening the assembly bolts as per the in-
structions from the Paulson Brothers – keepers 
of knowledge of all matters regarding artillery 
carriages.  On to Plan B.  Dave has accepted 
the challenge and will be collecting the bits 
and pieces of Gun #2 and taking them to his 
home shop and blacksmith’s forge in Tracy for 
a cheek lift and tuck, or something to that ef-
fect.  After Dave works his magic, old Gun #2 
should look like it did in its younger days, 
ready for action sometime in late April.  
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   Another soon to be walking wounded is Paul 
Casini who will have shoulder surgery at the 
end of April.  Of course Paul scheduled it so he 
can participate in the Prado, PG Parade and 
Mariposa events but alas, not Gettysburg.  So 
the search is on for alternative ways to move 
the horses cross country.  Know anyone with a 
Class A license looking for a 3-week vacation? 
 
   Barbara researched changes to BofA’s 
matching gift program for employees in 2013.  
Lo and behold, our contribution to CHAS now 
qualifies for the program and CHAS is getting a 
check from the bank shortly.  There have to be 
other companies our members and friends 
work at that do this so please check and talk it 
up.  Every resource is important. 

Treasurer’s Report 
Janice Neikirk 

 
Greetings fellow CHASers, 
 
   I think we all need to know where we are fiscally 
at any given time and hopefully this will keep you 
motivated to help your favorite Civil War re-
enacting group! It’s super easy to donate, or have 
your friends donate, online. I’d like to add that the 
PayPal button works wonderfully on our website; 
quick, easy and relatively painless.  
 
Our current balance as of 3/25/13: $20,999.53 
 
Funds for Gettysburg only:     $11,900.00 
 
Ed Pico Memorial:   $ 1,249.00  
 
Balance:    $ 7,850.53 
 
   Out of that balance we need to feed horses, pay 
for a new axle (+- $2,000) and pay for our insurance 
(+- $2,400). That’s all! If you have any questions, 
please email me at treasurer@warhorse.org.  Thank 
you! 

 

(COMMANDER ~ Continued from page 1) 

 December Commander’s 
Call 

Alan Ginos 
 
   Another campaign year has ended, equip-
ment is put away and horses are standing 
idle for four months. 
 
   My view is that the Moorpark event gave 
those that attended a high that should last 
for the off season. Gun crews got a lot of fir-
ing except when the Captain pulled the lim-
bers off the field forgetting that the ammuni-
tion was actually in the chests like for real. 
Horse people got plenty of saddle time if not 
much movement in some of the battles.  But 
for the first time we did a demonstration with 
a section instead of a half section and it was 
great even for a jaded artilleryman like me.  
The night battle provided some pretty awe-
some smoke and flame moments, the Howit-
zers fed us really well and the weather coop-
erated after some moisture earlier in the 
week. And by far the artificer impression was 
a huge hit with massed crowds lined up to 
see what was going on. 
 
   At the end of the Moorpark event, four of 
our black horses were dropped off with Buf-
falo Soldier AJ Simeon for use in the coming 
Rose Parade New Year’s day. Watch for Brad, 
Good Looking, Princess and Brother.  Big 
Guy may also be going pending his rider’s 
schedule.  And if you get RFD TV, the Equest 
Fest featuring parade equestrian units 
should be aired Dec 29th from 11 a.m. to 4 
p.m. All our horses should be in that as well. 
 
   Thanks to Katie Rejaian, coordinator, Wes 
Faubel, Lisa Sullivan, Dee, Sierra, and 
Brooke Murphy for handling the put away 
work party November 17th and 18th.  There is 
plenty more work to be done this off season 
and I would sure hope that more of you get 
involved to see it accomplished. 
 

Happy Holidays! 
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Faded Glory 
Ken Dombroski 

 
   Our intrepid Lieutenant Ken Dombroski 
(second from left, standing in front row) learn-
ing his trade as an XO in an earlier incarnation 
with Battery B, 6th Battalion, 14th Field Artil-
lery, of the 1st Armored Division, at the Grafen-
woehr Training Area, Germany, February 
1980. 
 
   If you thought a 3 inch Ordnance Rifle was 
tough to work on, try keeping a six-gun battery 
of M109A1 155mm self-propelled howitzers 
ready for action in motor pool facilities origi-
nally designed for German horse artillery in 
World War I. 
 
   Grafenwohr was, and still is, the main live-
fire training area for the U.S. Army in Europe.  

It gave real meaning to the term Cold War: it’s 
the only place in the world where you can 
stand up to your knees in mud while it’s snow-
ing and have dust blowing a gale from the tank 
trails.  Rommel used it to train the Afrika 
Korps before deploying to Libya.  There’s even 
a mock-up of the Maginot Line defenses lo-
cated in the artillery impact area buffer zone 
that the Germans used to train their troops in 
the run-up to the invasion of France in 1940. 
 
   Many an artilleryman earned his spurs train-
ing at Graf.  Two generations of Dombroski 
artillerymen trained there: 1st Sergeant Robert 
Dombroski, 2nd Battalion, 41st Artillery, of the 
3rd Infantry Division (1963-66); and Ken from 
1979-82.  After moving up to command Battery 
C from 1980-81 as a captain, I became the ar-
tillery operations officer for Grafenwoehr, su-
pervising the live-fire training and investigating 
range mishaps of up to 10 artillery battalions 

(Continued on page 7) 
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(approximately 180 guns) per day on the 
ranges at Graf.  Best job in the artillery!  As 
one British battery commander put it, “If Ken 
shows up at your firing point wearing his green 
sunglasses, you know you’re in trouble; some 
gunner missed the impact area again.”  Still 
have those green sunglasses in a footlocker 
somewhere. 

Update of Safety Tests on 
Web Site  

John Boyd 
 

   Hello all, if you haven’t taken all of the CHAS 
safety tests you need there are changes.  All of 
the CHAS safety tests have been edited and are 
now PDF Forms.  What does this mean to you?  
Well, from now on the tests can be completed 
on your computer and text entries spell 
checked.  This will make taking the test easier 
and faster.  It should also make them much 
quicker to check and review. 
 
   So what do I do?  From the members page on 
the web site select the test(s) you would like 
the take.  Download the test and open with 
your pdf reader.  Fill in the blanks and check 
boxes required.  When you are completed, 
print the form(s), sign, and send to Judith.  
You can’t save the test so don’t try.  Everyone 
have fun taking your tests! 
 
   Oh, there is one more thing. If you still need 
to complete your 2013 application it is now a 
PDF form also.  Download and fill in the first 
page on your computer.  There are also some 
blanks at the bottom of the second page.  Print 
the form and fill in the entries on the second 
page by hand.  Please also please remember to 
sign the tests and application. 

A sergeant was addressing a squad of 20 and said: 

"I have a nice easy job for the laziest man here. 

Put up your hand if you are the laziest." 19 men 

raised their hands, and the sergeant asked the 

other man "why didn't you raise your hand?" The 

man replied: "Too much trouble, sarge."  

(GLORY ~ Continued from page 6) 

 The Dirt on our Horses 
compiled by Dee Murphy 
written by Katie Rejaian 

 
   And no, not the kind you can brush off.  This 
is the real deal!  In order to receive a $500 do-
nation from the United States Trotting Associa-
tion (THANK YOU USTA!!) for our trip to Get-
tysburg, we had to id some of our stock.  With 
some blood sweat and tears, Dee Murphy, 
Dennis Winfrey, Alan Ginos, and a few Sonoma 
State students, were able to indentify a few tat-
toos/freeze brands on our horses. 
 
   Ellen Harvey from the United States Trotting 
Association filled us in on “the dirt” on our 
horses as she researched the brandings.  
Here’s what she found: 
 
1.  Gumdrop “I'm a Lola Too!” born 5/21/01 in 
Wellington, IL; made $84,212, with 98 starts, 7 
wins, 10 seconds and 14 third places.  No 
foals. 
 
2.  Grasshopper “Paolina” a $15,000 yearling, 
born 3/22/03 in Allentown, NJ; 19 races, 1 
win, 2 foals, neither raced. 
 
3.  Gorgeous “RustleUpSomeGrub” born 
4/2/01 in Versailles, KY; $5,200 yearling, 7 
starts, no wins. 
 
4.  Barney “It's A Twister” born 3/29/08 in 
Altaville, CA; never raced. 
 
5.  Joy (Paul Casini’s horse) “Winnie Crown” 
born 3/20/02 in Walkersville, MD; never 
raced, one foal in 2010. 
 
6.  Grace (Paul Casini’s other horse) “Sucrette” 
born 4/18/97 in Quyon, Quebec, Canada; 
made $169,997.00, 207 races, 50 wins, 39 
seconds and 32 thirds, 3 foals none raced. 
 
7.  Goofy “Jungle Jane” born 4/1/01 in Ba-
kersfield, CA; made $19,757, 49 starts, 6 wins, 
8 seconds and 7 thirds. 
 
8.  Gwen “Stick Click” is a daughter of "Run 

(Continued on page 9) 



 

   

      8 April 2013 Cannon’s Mouth 



 

 

                       9       April 2013 Cannon’s Mouth 

The Table", who is a bit more blue collar but 
produces generally very hard working horses. 
 
And here is what Ellen wrote about Gaucho: 
 
   Gaucho “Lady Largo” is about 15 years old.  
“Lady Largo” was born literally down the road 
from me about 3 miles away in Colts Neck, NJ.  
They did try to race her and she never got past 
the qualifying stage.  They then gave up and 
bred her and she had 5 foals and 5 starters, 
who collectively made $607,000.00.  When she 
was sold to someone in CA, she failed to foal 
and I guess that is how she landed in her cur-
rent job with CHAS.  She has a full brother 
named just plain “Largo” who made 
$736,000.00.  Not too bad.  “Lady Largo” is a 
daughter of “Cam Fella”, that is above average 
pedigree. 
 
   So now you can get an idea on what a few of 
our horses did for a living before they got to 
Camp Warhorse or Camp Caisson.  We’d love 
to id some more; after summer shed, it may be 
easier to read some of the freeze brands.  Great 
talking points with the public! 
 
   A HUGE Thank You to Ellen Harvey, Mike 
Tanner and everyone at USTA for all of the 
horses information and the donation!.   
 

    

(DIRT ~ Continued from page 7) 

 
 

 

Lincoln Jokes & Quotes 

 

I feel like I once did when I met a 

woman riding horseback in the 

woods. As I stopped to let her pass, 

she also stopped, and, looking at me 

intently, said: "I do believe you are 

the ugliest man I ever saw." Said I, 

"Madam, you are probably right, 

but I can’t help it!" "No," said she, 

"you can’t help it, but you might 

stay at home!"  

 

 

    

Horse and Human Safety 
Alan Ginos 

Katie Rejaian 
 
   Horses are dangerous and we all know it.  
Whether you are around horses every day or 
once a year, you can have a safety incident.  
But with certain precautions, both horse and 
human are more likely to stay safe.  Here are a 
few safety items that need to be heeded by 
CHAS horse handlers. 
 
Safety Item #1:  DON’T EVER TIE A HORSE 
OFF WITH THE BRIDLE ON 
   Always remove the bridle FIRST when done 
riding.  Leaving the bridle on lends to the reins 
or bit getting caught on something and damage 
being done to tack, horse, or whatever it’s tied 
to.  The most common, horse steps on reins, 
jerks head, breaks bridle.  Or worse, horse 
steps on reins, jerks head, breaks self.  In the 
case of Big Guy, both happened. 
 

(Continued on page 10) 
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   Big Guy got tied with his bridle on at Moor-
park and it resulted in a broken bridle, and a 
broken tooth and gum.  You can see in the pic-
ture how the bit ring was stretched from him 
pulling back.  Not good. 

 
   Horses are ‘into pressure’ animals and react 
to a frightening stimulus by pushing or pulling 
harder on it.  Or putting the pedal to the metal 
if they think they can.  Having their face 
caught can be disastrous to whatever the 
horse is tied to, the people around it, and, can 
even result in the death of the horse.  Lesson, 
never tie a horse off to something without re-
moving the bridle right then.   
 
Just to recap:  TAKE THE BRIDLE OFF BE-
FORE TYING HORSE OFF 
 
Safety Item #2:  NEVER GET TOO COM-
FORTABLE AROUND HORSES 
   An especially dangerous scenario is horses at 
feeding time.  Pecking order and herd dynam-
ics are ALWAYS in effect with horses, but most 
dangerously during feeding time.  A lot of kick-
ing, charging, biting, and nasty looks go on 
when food is involved.  If we humans get in the 
way or aren’t paying attention, an injury can 
result.   
 
   Witness Nancy Burn-
ham’s leg in the picture 
with the hoof print on it.  
This happened in the field 
during feeding time at 
Camp Caisson.  Ouch. 

(SAFETY ~ Continued from page 9) 

 

 
   It is best to try to stay in front of the horses 
faces and not in the middle of the group if at 
all possible; better yet, feed from the opposite 
side of the fence.  This puts you in the least 
amount of danger.  Other methods of feeding 
are to drop hay from a moving vehicle or leav-
ing hay in one pasture while horses are in an-
other and then opening the gate.  The same 
precautions goes for horses tied to a picket 
line; get on the other side of the picket line if 
possible to feed and always be aware of the 
horse's ability to hurt you by a kick, nip, or by 
stepping on you.  In addition, because horses 
can not move around when tied to the picket 
line to sort out their pecking order, try to feed 
as quickly as possible.  This results in fewer 
arguments, hence, less injuries to other 
horses, and everyone’s happier faster. 
 
Just to recap:  ALWAYS BE AWARE OF 
YOUR HORSE AND THE HORSES AROUND 
IT 
 
Safety Item #3: DON’T STIR UP CHAOS AND 
PANIC WHEN CATCHING HORSES 
   Horses are herd animals and when their 
friends all of a sudden disappear, panic en-
sues.  This creates a VERY dangerous situa-
tion because the horse isn’t thinking about 
what you want to do with it; it is thinking 
about getting back with its herd.  Unfortu-
nately, people are usually the obstacles when a 
horse succeeds in doing so.  
 
   One of our members ended up with stitches 
in her forehead from attempting to help corral 
a spooked and uncooperative horse.  This 
horse would have calmed down and come 
along gently given the chance.  Remember, 
horses are experts at reading body language 
that we are generally not aware of; if you have 
an agenda of any kind, expect the horse to re-
act unfavorably. 
 
   If there are enough hands, it is safer to get 
all needed horses haltered BEFORE any leave 
the area.  This is practiced regularly when un-
hitching teams; no one leaves until everyone is 
ready to leave.  The horses feel safer this way 
and when horses feel safer, people ARE safer.  

(Continued on page 12) 
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The Cannon’s Mouth is in 
need of ARTICLES,  

PICTURES, MEMOIRS,  
STORIES, QUOTES for a  

memorial piece on  
MIKE JOHNSON. 

 
Please submit your  

contributions to 
admin@warhorse.org 

And cc to 
freenblest@hotmail.com 

 
so that we may honor the life 

of a great and humble  
member of CHAS. 
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Another good rule of thumb is to catch horses 
way ahead of time to anticipate difficulty 
catching one or some every time.  Remember, 
when a horse gets separated it is SURE it will 
DIE.  This must be appreciated to stay safe.  In 
the wild, a horse without a herd is a dead 
horse.  Unfortunately, domestic herds didn’t 
get the memo they are not wild.   
 
Just to recap:  KEEP HORSE GATHERING 
AS LOW KEY AS POSSIBLE 
 
Safety Item #4 (For Drivers):  DON’T LET 
THE HORSE LAG TO THE POINT OF THE 
COLLAR LIFTING TOWARDS THEIR HEAD 
   Don’t let team horses slack to the point 
where the collar is up around their ears.  Many 
wrecks have been witnessed from this very 
thing.  The horse refuses to work for whatever 
reason, lags, drags, sits down, and then gets 
run over.  Sometimes a horse will back pedal 
because of a tack problem so always be aware 
of your surroundings.  See Safety Item #2.  The 
one exception to this rule is when the wheel 
horses are stopping the team. 

 

(SAFETY ~ Continued from page 10) 

 

Just to recap:  MAKE SURE THE HORSE IS 
PULLING AND THE COLLAR IS ON THEIR 
SHOULDERS 
 
   That’s it for now.  It is understood that not 
everything goes as planned, but it is important 
to step back and ask yourself, “Is this safe?”.  
Should you have any questions, feel free to 
contact Alan or Katie. 
 
REMBEMBER:  If you aren’t sure of something 
ASK!  And if your horse is being difficult, get 
help or take a break and pass him to someone 
else.  Remember, horses read us better than 
we do and could react differently to the same 
person given the moment. 

Free Ride Saves Life 
Dee Murphy 

 
   I am a member of a horse driving club in ad-
dition to CHAS.  I am also a member of CAL-
STAR, a non-profit that provides medi-evac 
services, so I can get a free air lift to the near-
est hospital if I need it.  A few years back I sug-
gested to my fellow driving club members that 
they join CALSTAR for emergency helicopter 
transportation.  
 
   After my friends heard about CALSTAR, one 
of them, who was contemplating not joining, 
did.  Mainly because his wife had decided he 
was accident prone and, "Well, it only cost 
$35.00 per family".  One week after Jerry 
joined CALSTAR, he was walking his horse in 
the country alongside his neighbors property.  
The neighbors dog was barking and carrying 
on as they walked past. Jerry passed by the 
yard and the dog bolted around the backyard 
to a newly made side yard.  As the dog ran up 
to its fence the horse spooked and kicked Jerry 
across his femur and snapped Jerry's leg in 
half. 
 
   Jerry who was 78 at the time, fell on the 
ground with his leg bone sticking out.  His wife 
called 9-1-1 and when the paramedics arrived, 

(Continued on page 15) 



 

 

                       13      April 2013 Cannon’s Mouth 

 

Golden Gate Fields Dollar Days 
 

Attention CHAS Members!! 
 

We are working on a fundraiser for CHAS that will NOT include any "dirty” work, and sounds 
easy and FUN!  We have applied to participate in Volunteer Days at Golden Gate Fields, which 

will require at least 10 adults (over 21) to work the Dollar Days food service booth. 
 

The idea is that volunteers sell/serve hot dogs, sodas and beer to the public. (NO you cannot 
drink the beer as the instructions state!). For our participation, CHAS will be rewarded with a 

1,000.00 donation. Not bad for a day’s work! 
 

We are working on getting a date (they are all currently filled), but need to have a list ready to 
go of those who are willing to participate.  

 
If you’re willing and a have a few friends or family members that are interested, get signed up!  

This fundraising event will be on a Sunday. 
 

Please contact Dee Murphy at momagna@yahoo.com if you’re interested in 

helping out. 

FUNDRAISER ALERT FUNDRAISER ALERT FUNDRAISER ALERT FUNDRAISER ALERT ------------ VOLUNTEERS NEEDED!!!!! VOLUNTEERS NEEDED!!!!! VOLUNTEERS NEEDED!!!!! VOLUNTEERS NEEDED!!!!!    
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she was told he had to be airlifted quickly to San Jose Regional 
Hospital (60 miles away) or else.  Jerry was picked up by the CAL-
STAR helicopter and "life-flighted" to SJR Medical Center.  A few 
weeks later, I received a note from Diana (Jerry's wife) saying that 
they had barely choose to join the week before the accident and 
that the flight was free and the service was fantastic.  Diana also 
said that the $35.00 fee was the BEST money they had EVER spent. 
 
   What if you are involved in a traffic accident or an emergency while on vacation???  What would 
you do when a bill comes for $22,000.00 for a flight you never were conscious to take but did any-
way??? How would you pay????  Check it out.  It just might save your life. 
 
http://calstar.org/files/CSTR_mem_brochure_2012.pdf 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 

The End 
 

(RIDE ~ Continued from page 12) 

Mystery in History  

Answer 
 

   The Battle of Gettysburg, Pennsyl-
vania (July 1–July 3, 1863), was the 
largest battle of the American Civil War 
as well as the largest battle ever fought 
in North America, involving around 
85,000 men in the Union’s Army of the 
Potomac under Major General George 
Gordon Meade and approximately 
75,000 in the Confederacy’s Army of 
Northern Virginia, commanded by Gen-
eral Robert Edward Lee. Casualties at 
Gettysburg totaled 23,049 for the Un-
ion (3,155 dead, 14,529 wounded, 
5,365 missing). Confederate casualties 
were 28,063 (3,903 dead, 18,735 in-
jured, and 5,425 missing), more than a 
third of Lee’s army. 

 
NOTE:  

DO NOT SEND ARTICLES/
PHOTOS TO  

 
chasdigitalbugler  

@gmail.com  

Cannon’s Mouth  
Submissions 

Due by the 24th of each month 

 

Email to: 
admin@warhorse.org 

and cc to: 

freenblest@hotmail.com 
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Feed a horse!Feed a horse!Feed a horse!Feed a horse!    

Buy a shirt!Buy a shirt!Buy a shirt!Buy a shirt!    

www.cafepress.com/chas_sutler 

 

For ordering info of 

these four items email: 

admin@warhorse.org 
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Role Name Report To Role Name Report To 

Commanding Officer Ginos, Alan  Stable Sgt. Winfrey, Dennis 1st Sgt. 

1st Lieutenant Dombroski, Ken Captain Teamster Bailey, Wendy Stable Sgt. 

1st Sergeant Foster, Scott 1st Lt. Teamster Casini, Paul Stable Sgt. 

Company Clerk Neikirk, Janice 1st Sgt. Teamster Dawson, Charohn Stable Sgt. 

Provisioner Foster, Karen 1st Sgt. Teamster Faubel, Melinda Stable Sgt. 

   Teamster Hayes, Shannon Stable Sgt. 

Gun/Team 1   Teamster Mettler, Jon Stable Sgt. 

Chief of Piece Thompson, Terry 1st Sgt.    

Gun Corporal Alto, Scott Gun Sgt.    

Cannoneer Gillich, John Gun Sgt. Gun/Team 2   

Cannoneer Gumbley, Ben Gun Sgt. Chief of Piece Duncan, George 1st Sgt. 

Cannoneer Kaufmann, Stephanie Gun Sgt. Gun Corporal Boyd, John Gun Sgt. 

Cannoneer Kaufmann, Steven Gun Sgt. Cannoneer Casali, Federico Gun Sgt. 

Cannoneer Lemasters, Michael Gun Sgt. Cannoneer Lavall, Ronald Gun Sgt. 

Cannoneer Lenz, Dennis Gun Sgt.    

Cannoneer Maurier, Bruce Gun Sgt. Team Corporal Berry, Mike Gun Sgt. 

Cannoneer Murphy, Brooke Gun Sgt. Driver Creager, Mike Team Cpl. 

Cannoneer Murphy, Sierra Gun Sgt. Driver Flores, Michael Team Cpl. 

Cannoneer Thorne, Philip Gun Sgt. Driver Hewitt, Norm Team Cpl. 

Cannoneer Thorne, Taylor Gun Sgt. Driver Moretti, Teri Team Cpl. 

   Driver Murphy, Dee Team Cpl. 

Team Corporal Faubel, Wes Gun Sgt. Driver Neikirk, Garth Team Cpl. 

Driver Carlisi, Deb Team Cpl. Driver Reese, Nathan Team Cpl. 

Driver Faubel, Loreleigh Team Cpl. Driver Ruther, Justin Team Cpl. 

Driver Fischer, Pete Team Cpl. Driver Sullivan, Lisa Team Cpl. 

Driver Horton, Jim Team Cpl. Driver Thompson, Karla Team Cpl. 

Driver Miljevich, Ted Team Cpl. Driver Rejaian, Katie Team Cpl. 

      

Artificers      

Artificer Ahrenholz, Ray 1st Sgt.    

Artificer Boling, Roger 1st Sgt.    

Artificer Faubel, Tristan 1st Sgt.    

Artificer Weston, Mark 1st Sgt.    

      

  Unassigned    

      

Unassigned Amari, Gary  Unassigned Kaufmann, Diane  

Unassigned Blair, Mike  Unassigned Langman, Chip  

Unassigned Bradford, Bryan  Unassigned Lee, Robert  

Unassigned Burtz, Dan  Unassigned Macy, Mary Kay  

Unassigned Byrne, Jeanne  Unassigned Martinez, Thomas  

Unassigned Fulks, Andy  Unassigned Moretti, Scott  

Unassigned Hawkins, Bill  Unassigned Rogers, Keith  

Unassigned Johnson, William  Unassigned Rogers, Laurie  

Unassigned Justiniano, Joe  Unassigned Sims, Ed  

   Unassigned Thelen, Carl  

  Supporting    

      

 Cohan, Laura  Pico, Sharon   

 Davis, Margaret  Rah, Sarah   

3rd US Roster Assignments 2013  
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2013 Schedule of Events  
January   

20 Annual meeting 
California Military Museum, Old Sacramento, CA 
Contact Ted Miljevich 

February   
02 Sacramento Museum Day 

California Military Museum, Old Sacramento, CA 
1 Cannon 
Contact John Boyd 

    
02 CWRS Live Fire 

Orosi, CA 
1 Cannon 
Contact Scott Foster 

    
23 - 24 Equipment Maintenance Work Party 

Camp Warhorse, Salinas, CA 
Contact Ken Dombroski 

March   
01 - 03 CWRA Battles & Encampment 

Mooney Grove Park, Visalia, CA 
1 Cannon, Forge 
Contact Roger Boling 

  
09 - 10 Driver Training 

Camp Warhorse, Salinas, CA 
Contact Katie Rejaian 

    
23 - 24 Driver Training 

Camp Caisson, Duncans Mills, CA 
Contact Alan Ginos 

April   
06 - 07 SCCWA Battles & Encampment 

Prado Regional Park, Chino Hills, CA 
2 Cannons, 2 Teams, & Ambulance 
Contact Alan Ginos 

    
13 Pacific Grove Parade 

Pacific Grove, CA  
Equipment TBA 
Contact TBA 

    
20 - 21 ACWA Battles & Encampment 

Mariposa, CA 
2 Cannons, 2 Teams, Ambulance, Wagon, & Forge 
Contact TBA 

May   
04 - 05 NCWA Battles & Encampment 

Gibson Ranch Park, Sacramento, CA 
2 Cannons, 2 Teams, Ambulance, Wagon, & Forge 
Contact TBA 

    
18 Fort Ord Warhorse Day 

City of Marina Equestrian Center, Marina, CA 
1 Cannon & 1 Team 
Contact Katie Rejaian 

25 - 27 ACWA Battles & Encampment 
Roaring Camp, Felton, CA 
1 Cannon 
Contact Scott Foster 

  

June  
08 - 09 NCWA Angel Island 150th Anniversary 

Angel Island State Park, Angel Island, CA 
Contact TBA 

   
21 - 23 Russian River Rodeo & Living History 

Russian River Rodeo Grounds, Duncans Mills, CA 
Volunteers needed to help with Event 
Contact TBA 

July   
June 27 -  7 150th Gettysburg Battles & Encampments 

2 EVENTS, Gettysburg, PA  
Contacts Ken Dombroski & Alan Ginos 

    
13 - 19 CHAS Civil War Days Work Party 

Duncans Mills, CA  
Contact Ted Miljevich 

    
20 - 21 CHAS Battles & Encampment 'Civil War Days'  

Duncans Mils, CA 
2 Cannons, 2 Teams, Ambulance, Wagon, & Forge 
Contact Ted Miljevich 

September   

07 - 08 NCWA Battles & Encampment 
San Benito Historic Park, Tres Pinos, CA 
1 Cannon & 3-5 Horses for Wagon/Hearse 
Contact TBA 

October   
12 - 13 Fort Mervine Living History & Encampment 

Lower Presidio Historic Park, Monterey, CA  
1 Cannon, 1 Team, & 1 Wagon/Amulance 
Contact Katie Rejaian 

    
TBA FSH Battles & Encampment 

Kearny Park, Fresno, CA  
1 Cannon 
Contact TBA 

November   
09 - 10 RH Battles & Encampment 

Tierra Rejada Ranch, Moorpark, CA  
2 Cannons, 2 Teams, Ambulance, Wagon, & Forge 
Contact TBA 

    
16 - 17 Equipment Storage Work Party 

Camp Warhorse, Salinas, CA  
Contact Katie Rejaian 

Work Parties Work Parties Work Parties Work Parties Work Parties Work Parties Work Parties Work Parties Work Parties Work Parties Work Parties Work Parties             

Are FUN!!Are FUN!!Are FUN!!Are FUN!!Are FUN!!Are FUN!!Are FUN!!Are FUN!!Are FUN!!Are FUN!!Are FUN!!Are FUN!!            
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6-up Artillery Team (7 horses) for Sale $10,000 
($20,000 for 7 horses including tack) 

 

The California Historical Artillery Society (CHAS) has one of its four teams of six horses each 
up for sale with or without harness.  The economic times have made it hard to recruit enough 
people to work with the 30 plus horses we have rescued from the harness racing circuit.  Hay 
and other rising costs make it logical for us to cut back on unused resources at this time. Any 

artillery group wanting to go mounted can take advantage of this turnkey offer. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• Standard bred ex-race horses converted to Army duty and ready to work  

• Color and size matched teams 
• Used for battlefield work including cannon fire; civic parades; and military funerals 
• Good pleasure riding horses with trail and beach experience 
• Border States Leatherwork (Doug Kidd) harness used exclusively 
• Seventh horse for outrider and spare team horse 
• Trained by a group of artillery horse experts with over 70 mounts trained since 1991 

• Sale includes a week of training with tack and horses at our facility in Salinas CA 

• Pictures and descriptions of specific horses available upon request 
• Possible delivery to Gettysburg 2013 events where team will be in action 

 
For more information please contact Dennis Winfrey at drw201@comcast.net 

day: 831-424-5093, evening: 831-758-2331 or Alan Ginos at adginos@hotmail.com  
 

**Please note, horses for sale not necessarily ones pictured. 
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Submissions for the next issue are due no later 
than April 24, 2013 

CALIFORNIA HISTORY ARTILLERY SOCIETY 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 2013 
 

President 
Ted Miljevich  (650) 969-6569                      chaselduce@aol.com 
 

Vice President 
John Boyd  (415) 924-4419              johnmboyd@earthlink.net 

 

Recording Secretary 
Scott Foster  (510) 792-7800            3rdartyscott@sbcglobal.net 
 

Corresponding Secretary 
Judith Boling  (559) 786.0933           sancomlady@sbcglobal.net 
 

Treasurer 
Janice Neikirk  (916) 692-8402                freenblest@hotmail.com 
 

Members at Large 
Roger Boling  (559) 627-3160                  cwartificer@gmail.com 
Katie Rejaian  (530) 304-3094             katie4wbestm@gmail.com  

 

 

2013 Unit Command 
 

Military Commander 
Capt. Alan Ginos  (925)-945-1502                   adginos@hotmail.com 

 

Military Executive Officer 
1st Leut. Ken Dombroski       (831) 915-1232     dombroskik@aol.com 
 

Acting Civilian Commander 
Judith Boling  (559) 786.0933           sancomlady@sbcglobal.net 
 
 

2013 Committees 
Safety 
Roger Boling  (559) 627-3160                  cwartificer@gmail.com 
 

Fundraising 
Katie Rejaian  (530) 304-3094             katie4wbestm@gmail.com 

 

Materials/Acquisitions/Maintenance 
Alan Ginos  (925) 945-1502                    adginos@hotmail.com 
 

Recruitment 
Judith Boling  (559) 786.0933              chasrecruit@warhorse.org 
 

Bylaws/Rules 
Wes Faubel  (530) 741-1259                      wfaubel@yahoo.com 
 

Historical Educational/Archives 
1st Leut. Ken Dombroski       (831) 915-1232     dombroskik@aol.com 
 

Events 
Alan Ginos  (925) 945-1502                    adginos@hotmail.com 

 
 

Chairman of the Board of the 

California Historical Artillery Society: 

Ted Miljevich 
Federal Employer I.D. #77-0480342 

Cal. Corp. # 2057897 

For CHAS Membership Information Contact: 
Judith Boling (559) 627-3160 chasrecuit@warhorse.org 

 
 

Important Web Addresses 
 

Civil War Days at Duncans Mills 
http://www.civilwardays.net/ 
707-922-5901 or 831-751-6978 
 

California Historical Artillery Society 
http://www.warhorse.org 
 

Pacific Area Civil War Reenactors 
http://koplowicz.com/pacwr/ 
 

American Civil War Association (ACWA) 
http://www.acwa.org/ 
 

American Civil War Society (ACWS) 
http://www.acws.net/ 
 

Civil War Re-enactment Society (CWRS) 
http://www.cwrs.info 
 

Comstock Civil War Reenactors (CCWR) 

http://www.ccwr.us/ 
 

National Civil War Association 
http://www.ncwa.org/ 
 

Reenactors of the American Civil War (RACW) 
http://www.racw.org 
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rights reserved. This publication may not be reprinted, in whole or in part, 

without permission. 
 

The Cannon’s Mouth is published monthly by the California Historical Artil-
lery Society., a private, non-profit, educational organization dedicated to edu-

cating the public regarding the events and activities of horse drawn United 
States Artillery (1840-1918). Additional information may be obtained by visit-
ing http://www.warhorse.org. 
 

Opinions expressed in Cannon’s Mouth articles are those of the authors and 
do not necessarily reflect the views of the Editors, CHAS, its governing Board, 

membership, or anybody else. 
 

Contributed articles and photographs should be addressed to The Cannon’s 

Mouth, c/o K. Rejaian, 1600 Michigan Blvd, West Sacramento, CA 95691, or 
e-mailed to admin@warhorse.org. Materials may be submitted via CD, thumb 
drive, or memory card. Submitted materials will not be returned unless by 
prior arrangement. 
 

Changes in mailing address should be submitted to:  CHAS Recording Sec-
retary, c/o S. Foster, 4446 Richmond Ave., Fremont, Ca 94536 or e-mail to 

3rdartyscott@sbcglobal.net. 


