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Commander’s Call 
Alan Ginos 

 
The good captain regrets he has no report at this 

time.  Please check the next issue! 

After Action Report ~  
Mariposa 
 

Lieut. Ken Dombroski 
 
   Mariposa went well.  It was my first event 
with the unit as a lieutenant and section com-
mander.  No major safety violations, but some 
concerns with the team.  We had 15 members 
in the battery (Roger and Judith Boling showed 
up but stayed in civilian town).  Ted Miljevich 
was chief driver/outrider and I asked him run 
the team.  Garth Neikirk brought his horse and 
carried the guideon and performed courier du-
ties.  Terry Thompson was chief of the piece for 
the mobile Ordnance Rifle on Saturday and the 
mostly static Parrott on Sunday.  I asked Paul 
Casini to be chief for the static gun on Satur-
day and the mobile gun on Sunday.  Paul did a 
great job, especially working with Dee Mur-
phy’s and Nancy Gumbley's kids.  Janice 
Neikirk organized the initial cooking and Nancy 
Gumbley stepped up to be provisioner. They 
did a fantastic job!  Great food and the farb 
stuff was out of sight for all meals.  Best I've 
ever seen for the battery!  Everybody helped 
set-up and break-down the camp.  They all 
helped get Paul and John Boyd on the road be-
fore dealing with their own gear.  Really great 
teamwork; again, best I've ever seen for CHAS. 
 
   W. Dave Johnson was chief of artillery and 
we worked really well together.  I commanded 

(Continued on page 6) 

Dispatches from the Dog 
Tent 

Ted Miljevich 
   We have our first events of the season be-
hind us now.  We are operating with reduced 
members, members on detached or reserve 
type duty, less volume of unit equipment, etc.  
With all this in the mix, the events are still tak-
ing place and people are still having a good 
time.  Thanks to all the members that are step-
ping up to fill voids and making it all happen.  
I can not stress the fact that the unit is operat-
ing on very, very, repeat VERY low reserve op-
erating funds.  We are working ever so hard 
with the horse program and other areas to get 
more donations.  Anybody that can help in this 
area please let it be known to the fundraising 
committee.  
  
   A first for CHAS the other day was a after-
noon weekend board meeting.  It was one of 
our best attended board meetings in years.  We 
plan to keep this going as long as members are 
happy to attend these types of meetings on the 
weekends. The next board meeting is Sunday 
June 9th , 2:00 pm at the San Ramon Mar-
riott.  As always, any member in good standing 
may attend or you may contact your member 
at large to send along any messages.  We look 
forward to any helpful participation.  

 

Mystery in History 
 

What native of Illinois claimed to have killed 
50 confederates w/50 shots from his spe-

cial rifle? 
 

Answer on page 15 

“Mike Johnson Chronicles” 
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My Adventure to Prado 
Dee Murphy 

 
   We left home at 2PM and headed South.  
Having never understood why LA people say 
“the” with the highway number I explained this 
to my passengers.  We had no problems on the 
way down until Highway 57.  As I looked for 
exit #1 Euclid Avenue and arrived where I 
knew I SHOULD be, the exit was numbered “1” 
but had a different name??? 
 
   It was near 9:30PM now and the two gals I 
asked in the parking lot said “Prado???  Umm, 
well, there is a Prado Horse Park over there 
(pointing East) about 25 miles!”  Oh Criminy!  
She was kind enough to look on her cell phone 
and showed me a map and said, “Take THE 57 
to THE 60 to THE 71 and there will be your 
area you are looking for.”  Since I had rolled 
down the windows of the car I heard snickering 
emanating from the back seat!!!  Ha Ha Ha, 
there was that word “THE”!!!! 
 
   So hopping in the car after handing them 
both a program from DM and flyers (you never 
know) I headed down the freeway.  We then ar-
rived at the Prado Dog Park, found a ranch 
worker who said it was up the road a bit. 
 
   I got back in the car and arrived at Prado Re-
gional Park.  Yeah!  I knew Alan and Paul 
would be tired and needing help since both of 
them were to have arrived earlier than we did.  
Hmph!  The entrance is locked??  What to do?  
I am tired.  So we sat around and waited and 
then!  Here came a truck pulling a travel 
trailer.  Since I had sort of blocked the keyed 
gate I moved back and told the girls “Watch 
THIS!!!”  As the truck and trailer drove in I fol-
lowed them into the park.  I explained why I 
had followed them and the gentleman kindly 
said, “Follow me!”  So I did. 
 
   We drove around the camping areas and 
then drove around again (never know maybe, 
JUST maybe I missed the semi-truck and 8 
horse trailer????)  Nope, they were not here.  
Seeing no one, I decided to look elsewhere and 
we found that Prado does have a horse park 
(the gal was correct and Thank You!)  I saw a 

hidden parking lot, and, since I knew not 
where to go, parked there.  We choose to sleep 
in the car and I awoke several times thinking 
someone was watching or approaching us but, 
nope. 
 
   Then, at 6:31AM a beastly huge jacked up 
white Chevy truck flew up with an enraged 
man yelling: 
 
“NO TRESPASSING!!!  NO TRESSPASSING!!!  
GET OUT OF HERE!!!!  WHAT ARE YOU DO-
ING IN HERE!!!  YOU ARE TRESPASSING!!” 
 
   As I just raised my hands and tried to open 
the window (the girls were asleep still) I set off 
the cars automatic alarm.  I explained who I 
was looking for and he was still quite mad!  I 
assured him we were civil war re-enactors and 
he asked “HOW did you sneak in here?”  So I 
told him. (Figured it was a wise choice as he 
was way meaner than I am).  He calmed a bit 
and saw that there were two kids in the car 
also.  He told me I should have just stayed over 
at the camping area (now they tell me!) and 
that lots of people sneak in to sleep there (Sort 
of like we did!!!). 
 
   Okay, I got my shoes on meanwhile setting 
off the car alarm AGAIN!  We headed over to 
the campsite and found Paul's rig, Alan's and 
Norm's trucks.  Seeing as no one was up I put 
new halters on all seven of the horses (we 
really need new halters still and lead ropes) 
and de-wormed them as well.   
 
   I had found a rake and was cleaning up 
when some members started to stir.  Deb 
called her sister-in-law Sharon and they found 
a place to eat (Oh does CHAS EVER miss Caro-
lyn!!!!). No fire and no coffee, water or a place 
to wash up!  Now, with everyone up and many 
complaining (rightfully so I may add) about lit-
tle sleep and being tired. We had to find a 
place to eat.  Well, as we will find out ALL 
weekend long, Sharon and Rex (Deb's sister 
and Brother-in-Law) come in very handy.  
Sharon suggested Flo's at the airport there in 
Chino and so we thought, Okay! 
 
   As we drove towards the airport I saw a mu-

(Continued on page 4) 
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seum sign!  Oh yes!  I remember that I prom-
ised the girls (who are WWII plane and history 
BUFFS) that we were to go to this exact mu-
seum on today.  We went and discussed impor-
tant things like: Will the semi fit in this airport 
parking lot???  Which meal should we get??  
You could eat at Flo's 30 times and not eat the 
same thing twice!   
With nine of us the waitress came and offered 
coffee to all those who needed a pick-me-up 
and orders were turned in. 
 
   While we waited for our food, several issues 
came up.  The VERY most important was the 
wagon/ambulance trailer that AGAIN blew 
tires and barely made it to Prado.  What will we 
do?  This is when Rex stepped in and said the 
best place in town is just down the street and 
there is no one else in town you would want to 
fix your trailer.  After breakfast, Sharon drove 
and Norm followed as we stopped by an older 
metal fence with an old garage attached.  This 
was Luiten's Welding (Owner Len and son 
Justin) on Chino Ave.  So we all hopped out of 
the truck and Alan asked about them fixing 
our trailer “Today”. We were told Yes, and if 
not completed they will have it done by Noon 
tomorrow (Saturday). 
 
   On back to camp!  Since no one was at the 
gate at the time of our departure, we just ex-
ited and went to eat.  Now, though getting in 
was a different story. 
 
   I was in Norm's truck with Paul, Norm and 
Alan while the girls, Rex, Sharon and Deb were 
in Sharon's car.  We waited a long time in line 
because the campground people are VERY 
thorough in their check in process (Please 
Hurry! Please Hurry I have lots of work to do!).  
Our turn comes up while the others are di-
rectly (DIRECTLY) behind us.  The gate keeper 
says, “Where are your cards????”  Oh NO!!!  
Mine is safely ensconced in my glove compart-
ment box in MY car inside the campground 
with the horses and so was Paul's and Norm 
hadn’t got his yet!  She was NOT happy at all!  
We were told to wait and then she called Gary 
and spoke to him.  Luckily, Alan had last years 
card and she looked at it and allowed our 

(ADVENTURE ~ Continued from page 2) 

 

truck in.  Norm then told her the car directly 
behind us is also with us (CHAS) and needed 
to come in.  As we drove in, Norm was very un-
happy and happened to look back, and, TER-
RORS!  The gate keeper had completely 
stopped all traffic to have our second vehicle 
get out of the way for others or pay $10.00 to 
enter (even though none had cards three were 
members and two were my kids as they said, 
“My Mom is in that truck ahead of you!”  I im-
mediately got to my car and drove to the gate 
and showed the gate keeper my three cards so 
she’d okay the vehicle to enter.  We did get an-
other lecture from her but oh well, we were in. 
 
   We then unloaded the wagon & ambulance 
so Alan and Norm could take the trailer to 
Luiten's Welding.  When Alan and Norm re-
turned, we started to get the tents out.  Prado 
has a abundance of earwigs ALL over the 
ground and those bugs really like to get into 
everything! 
 
   Now remember, that I had promised the girls 
to go to the air museum and Norm wanted to 
go also.  We arrived at the museum (the girls, 
Norm and I) and had one hour and 12 minutes 
to see it all!  After getting a map the girls were 
OFF!!!! and running with me following.  Now, 
so everyone knows, Sierra and Brooke are EX-
PERTS on WWII airplanes (we have 40! planes 
hanging from the ceiling at home).  I knew they 
were finally happy. (Alan, I took a picture with 
Sierra SMILING!!)  As we hustled from hanger 
to hanger I saw that Norm had found a volun-
teer whom he hit it off rather well with.  Then 
we all heard an awesome sound!  As we exited 
one of the buildings Sierra told me, "Mom, 
there are only four P-38 Lightning’s that fly in 
the world and those FOUR P-38's are ALL right 
here!” 
 
   So, as we all stood on the tarmac watching, 
the museum’s P-38 fired up.  What a glorious 
sound that is!  The power and beauty of the 38 
is breathtaking and we watched it taxi off to-
wards the runway to join the other 38s.  Now, I 
KNEW Alan was kind enough, as where the 
others, to allow us to go see the airplanes as 
they put up the tents for it was our job to go 
get the trailer.  I kept a careful eye on the time 

(Continued on page 5) 
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   Now, the drive home from Prado was inter-
esting.  We grabbed a bite to eat and headed 
towards the bay area.  It had begun to rain in a 
heavy downfall around 5/580.  I decided to 
take 580 to 680 (note: no “THE”s) and as I took 
the circular on-ramp I heard a loud "thwack."  
Looking outside, the only thing I saw to either 
side was a cement wall and nylon cones in the 
ground.  As I looked straight ahead I realized I 
could not see out my side of the windshield be-
cause, as I watched, my drivers side window 
wiper fell off and blew over the roof!!!!!  OH 
GREAT!!!  Now I cannot see at all (it is now 
about 11:34 PM) so I turned on my hazards as 
I leaned over to the passenger side and tried to 
look out the small cleared area there.  A merg-
ing car observed I was driving erratically and 
luckily allowed me to go first (I could not pull 
over nor see since it is ONLY one lane).  I took 
the first exit off of 680 South and followed it to 
a parking lot. 
 
   I recently had the bright idea that my wind-
shield wipers did no GOOD at ALL in my house 
if I needed one so just last week I had placed 
the spare for the drivers side in the spare tire 
area.  I woke up the girls and asked them to 
help take stuff out.  One commented 
"everything?"  No, only enough to get the wiper 
blades out.  If we had had a flat then, yes, we 
would have to take it all out.  (Not truer words 
are spoken!). 
 
   Luckily, the new wiper blade worked and as 
the rained stopped (of course) I hopped into the 
car for the last bit of driving home.  As we 
headed over towards Milpitas, traffic was light 
and as we cruised towards Calaveras Blvd my 
TMP tire indicator "lit up" on the dashboard.  
Now what???  Seeing as I was near the exit I 
decided since it was dark AND wet AND late I 
would drive down Calaveras and pull off.  I 
pulled into a shopping center and asked for a 
volunteer to hold a light.  As I went to check 
tire pressures one of my cannoneers said, 
“Here it is Mom!”  I went over and heard it be-
fore I saw it!  Great!!!  Air was exiting my tire at 
a  h i g h  r a t e  o f  s p e e d 
(SHHHSHHHSSSHHHSSH.......)   
 
   Seeing as I was now unhappy (I wanted a 

(Continued on page 6) 

and at 4:39 I asked Norm to call Luiten's Weld-
ing.  Lo and behold, our blue trailer was ready!  
Yeah!!  I told the girls they had 5 minutes till 
we had to go.  Then I had to find Norm.....Norm 
was still talking to his new found friend who 
was in the same military assignment as him.  
We headed out the door and hopped in the 
truck to make it just before the 5PM closing 
time.  We met with Justin, who had obviously 
worked exceptionally hard, and he opened the 
gate and showed us the trailer. 
 
   In no time at all, we had hooked the trailer 
up, paid the bill, and headed back to camp.  
Luckily, we already had our "must have" blue 
pass to get in and we parked the truck and 
trailer out by Paul's semi.  We got to camp and 
saw all the tents up!!!  Oh thank you tent peo-
ple!!  I really appreciated that!!! 
 
   I want to put a “Shout Out” to Deb C.  She 
suggested trying a cot from Walmart.  I went 
and tried it out and thought, this is PER-
FECT!!!! I purchased one Wednesday and I ab-
solutely LOVE the idea that I am off the 
ground. (Pincher bugs CAN climb though.)  It 
is so EASY to open and get ready!  You will 
note that Norm also bought one and I highly 
recommend you buy one for this seasons’ 
events! 
 
   I followed Garth on horse watch that night, 
my shift at 3 AM.  Well, here is a warning for 
all!  Ask the kids about touching me when I am 
asleep and they will warn you that you just 
should NOT do that!  Lucky for Garth, Sierra 
was awake and she heard Garth “try” to wake 
me up (I was using ear plugs).  So she VERY 
carefully rattled my lower leg (she had already 
learned to NEVER grab near my torso!) and up 
I got.  I then thought what can I do for one 
hour?  Well, with 20 horses and 2 mules and a 
horse of Wendy's I thought I would water them 
all!  I found that is an excellent way to make 
an entire hour go by quickly!  Next time, I will 
have an extra lead rope or two to attach to the 
horse while leaving the tied up one on the 
picket line.  4AM came and it was now Katie's 
turn for horse watch so I hit the sack.   
 

(ADVENTURE ~ Continued from page 4) 
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shower and a bed), Brooke said, "Mom, just go 
take Dan's truck!  Yes!  Daughter, great idea!!!!  
We drove over to the kids dad's house and 
knocked on the window (it was 12:25 or so 
now) and got a VERY grumpy and loud 
“WHAT!!!!”  I said, “I need your truck so I can 
get home!”  “Why??”  “Cause the kids want to 
go to sleep!” 
 
   Monday morning I changed the spare and 
took the flat tire in.  As I waited for the patch I 
cleaned the ‘new to me’ pair of boots from Wes!  
Thank You Wes!!!  Never a dull moment in the 
life of a CHAS member! 

Duncan Mills 2013 Update 
Ted Miljevich 

 
   Behind the scenes progress has been going 
on for months to get ready for our biggest 
fundraiser of the year.  This year will be extra 
hard to organize and coordinate with so many 
members going back east for the 150th Gettys-
burg event.  We are going to set up some spe-
cific work party type events to get some key 
projects going for the event.  The idea is to 
make the best use of our members’ time and 
help in getting ready for the event.  I plan to 
get started on the firewood wood splitting pro-
ject next month.  It has worked well over the 
past few years using paid laborers to split our 
firewood.  This work is hard, physical work 
that is better suited for laborers that are in 
shape to do it.  I feel it best to stay with this 
plan.  What would be needed from the mem-
bership is to send in a donation of $80.  This 
covers a laborer for the day of this type of hard 
work.  Send in donations to the address be-
low and put in the memo: wood splitting.  I 
will be notified and can line up the work force.  
Again this has worked so well in the past with 
our members.  Let’s just keep it going and have 
this project done and out of the way ahead of 
schedule. 

CHAS Donations 
c/o Janice Neikirk 

2169 Sandcastle Way 
Sacramento, CA 95833 

(ADVENTURE ~ Continued from page 5) 

 

our mobile gun on the right flank while he 
commanded the gun line (our Parrott, his ord-
nance rifle, and two mountain howitzers).  
With Ted's suggestions and help, we moved the 
gun at least twice each battle.  Lots of work for 
the team 
 
   Hats off to our comrades from the 2nd Artil-
lery.  Dave had mentioned to me that at Prado 
he noticed our Ordnance Rifle had loose trun-
ion caps.  The problem was the eye bolts had 
loosened over time and needed to be tightened.  
Dave’s guys had the right tools and jumped at 
the chance to fix the piece.  After several min-
utes of oiling, banging, and tightening, they 
managed to beat the eye bolts into submission.  
Our gun now has nice tight trunion caps and 
we don’t have to worry about the tube popping 
off the carriage at the gallop. 
 
   The Saturday night tactical battle was un-
usual.  We had our own cheerleading section 
armed with champagne led by Janice and Lisa 
Sullivan encouraging us on from the side lines 
and booing the squad of reb marines who re-
fused to take hits. 
 
   On Sunday morning, the ACWA Union com-
mander asked me to move the gun forward and 
have our crew take hits in return for an after-
noon scenario of them capturing a reb gun.  
After we fell, Ted moved to the other side of the 
field with the team and moved the Parrott 
about 40 yards forward.  The padre came by to 
give us last rites, but decided I was beyond re-
demption. 
 
   The ACWA put on a low-stress, fun event.  
ACWA folks were very helpful and the Union 
commander actively sought out my sugges-
tions on how to best employ the mounted gun.  
We were a significant part of the battles and 
had plenty of room to maneuver.  Lots of com-
plements on our performance.  Even the rebs 
played well taking lots of hits when I called for 
canister!  Only the reb marines refused to take 
hits. 
   I was not sure how it would work out with 
me dismounted, but with Ted leading the team 

(MARIPOSA ~ Continued from page 1) 
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as outrider, it worked very well.  I changed gun 
assignments daily to give everyone a chance to 
work the mobile gun.  Everyone got to partici-
pate and all seemed to be having fun.  As I 
said, no major safety violations, but we had a 
few instances of the team backing up when we 
tried to hook up the gun. No one was hurt, but 
it came close on a couple of occasions.  Karen 
from the 1st Nevada Cavalry was riding swing 
with our team and was bucked off while the 
team was standing behind the gun during one 
of our battles.  Luckily she wasn’t injured.  

(MARIPOSA ~ Continued from page 6) 

 

Gun Sgt Terry 

Thompson is 

pulling the 

gun in style 

and with ad-

vertising!  She 

has a friend 

who loves to 

rout; kind of 

like us, only 

we rout rebs 

and he routs redwoods.  

And then Terry has a 

friend who does great 

welding.  The sign frames 

need minor modification 

as the limber hubs bump 

into the current frame.  

Our gun drill needs work and the bantering 
during loading and firing on one particular gun 
was distracting the crew too much for my lik-
ing.  We had a couple of misfires due to broken 
primer wires, but no serious safety issues on 
the gun line. 
 
   Bottom line: successful event and great 
teamwork from our members.  They busted my 
chops, as all troops like to do with new lieuten-
ants, but stepped up to help when needed. 
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Did You Know??Did You Know??Did You Know??   
   

According to legend,  

soldiers in blue and gray  

enacted an official truce the 

second night at  

Gettysburg  

while they were sharing the 

cool water at  

Spangler's Spring. 

Horse Watch 101 
or 

The Ultimate Primer for 
Standing The Watch  
for the Novice and  
Non-Horse Trooper 

 
   CHAS is one of the few reenacting clubs in 
the US that utilizes horses as they were used 
during the Civil War.  Horses add immeasura-
bly to our historical impression; it is difficult to 
imagine living history without them since the 
horse was ubiquitous during the 19th Century.  
Military horses filled the role of the jeep, mo-
torcycle, and truck in our modern armies.  
They provided the motor power to move the 
bread, guns, ammunition, and wounded. 
 
   While our horses make us unique, they also 
come with a disadvantage.  Horses require care 
and watching.  Think of a picket line as a play-
pen full of two-year old children to get an idea 
of the level of monitoring required.  This neces-
sitates the posting of a horse watch at all times 
that the horses are on the picket line.  During 
the day and early evening the watch is not ob-
vious to the non-horse troopers. The watch is 
stood by the drivers and teamsters in the 
course of their normal duties.  It is only when 
“the horse watch roster” is posted that every-
one takes note and the strategy begins. 
 
   This primer will take you through the entire 
process, from the strategy of getting the watch 
you want to the mechanics of the watch itself.  
I will also attempt to share tips for comfort 
during watch. 
 
   First is your attitude toward the watch.  
While it is entirely period accurate to avoid all 
watches and fatigue duties on general princi-
ples, the horse watch provides a chance to ex-
perience part of Civil War military history.  
They watched their horses as closely as or 
more closely than we do ours (in part to pre-
vent unauthorized remount acquisitions by 
neighboring batteries!).  When viewed in this 

light, horse watch is an important part of the 
reenacting experience.  It helps separate us 
from “actors” and makes us living historians.  
Approach it positively.   As you will see below, 
the fact that you may not be a horse trooper 
does not disqualify you. 
 
   Next is the strategy for signing up.  There are 
two general strategies followed by most indi-
viduals.  The first strategy involves moving 
quickly to the roster and signing up for the 
most desirable (or least objectionable) time pe-
riod.  The second strategy is to hang back and 
hope that all of the slots will be filled prior to 
you getting near the roster.  Troopers seem to 
follow both strategies about equally, but only 
one is really workable.  If you successfully 
manage to avoid the watch on Friday night it 
will be noted and you will be expected to sign 
up for a Saturday night watch, particularly by 
those who receive the least desirable watches 
on Friday. 
 
   You will find that the most experienced 
troopers will quickly move to the roster in or-
der to claim the best watches.  The best watch 

(Continued on page 9) 
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will vary according to the individual.  Some 
prefer an “early” watch between 11:00 and 
1:00 and some a “late” watch between 4:00 
and 6:00am the following day.  This leaves the 
“mid” watches between 1:00 and 4:00 as gen-
erally the least desirable.  Troopers standing 
the mid-watches tend to be cranky and tired 
the next day and will become very vocal about 
persons who successfully avoided a Friday 
night watch and try the same strategy for Sat-
urday. 
 
   I have my watch.  Now what? 
 
   Once you have your watch, what are you ex-
pected to do?  First, get your number from the 
1st Sgt to mark where you sleep so that you 
can be woken up at the appointed time.  Sec-
ond, find out who will be your relief and where 
they sleep so that you will not become the Lost 
Dutchman of horse watches; wandering seem-

(WATCH ~ Continued from page 8) 

 

ingly forever among the tents trying to find 
where your relief, Trooper Jones, has bedded 
down. 
 
   The duties of the watch are really very basic: 
 
1.  Make sure the horses do not get loose or 
tangled on the line 
2.   Keep the fire going 
 
   We will not discuss keeping the fire going 
here since that seems to be a self evident task 
requiring no additional instruction….except to 
note that a bonfire is not required. 
 
   Duty number one is mistakenly the primary 
barrier for the non-horse trooper.  I say mis-
takenly, since the watch does not necessarily 
require you to either untangle a cluster of tan-
gled horses or catch a loose horse.  We do not 
expect anything from the horse watch that 
they are not either not physically capable of or 

(Continued on page 10) 
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uncomfortable doing.  All we ask is that an eye 
is kept on the line and a problem either cor-
rected or a horse person awakened to deal with 
a serious issue.  Having said that, the Team 
Corporals and Drivers will appreciate it if you 
are willing to take care of minor matters.  Re-
member, they will probably either have already 
stood their watch for the night or will have one 
after you. 
 
   The on-coming watch should find out from 
the off-going watch how many horses are on 
the line.  Then, arming themselves with a 
flashlight, periodically count the number of 
horses tied to the line.  There should be the 
same number as your relief told you.  Other 
than that, you only have to keep an ear out for 
any commotion like fighting or thrashing from 
your charges.  Normal commotions will tend to 
be brief and sharp.  If you hear squealing, 
stomping, or horses pulling, it should settle 
quickly.  Once the rumpus settles, check to see 
that a horse is not down or tangled.  If two 
horses are continually fighting then they need 
to be separated.  If you are not comfortable 
taking care of separating and retying then 
wake a Team Corporal or Driver. 
 
   Horses lying down are normal.  Some do and 
some don’t.  The only time to be concerned is if 
the horse is struggling to get up and can’t.  In 
that case notify a Team Corporal or Driver im-
mediately. 
 
   If you spot a loose horse, you should catch it 
(if you feel able).  Normally, this will be no 
great task since loose horses tend to congre-
gate at the hay pile to get a midnight snack.  
Remember that the loose horse may not be one 
of ours.  Prior to tying it back on the line, 

(WATCH ~ Continued from page 9) 

 

count the number of horses you have.  Tying a 
strange horse in the midst of our herd will defi-
nitely cause fighting. 
 
   While the above is all that the watch entails, 
some additional information will help you 
make your watch safer and pleasurable. 
 
   Watches should be stood in brogans or boots 
to protect the feet from hooves and various 
other substances lying around the line.  Also, 
candle lanterns, oil lamps, or any other flame 
type illuminator should not be used around 
the horse line to lessen the potential for fire 
should it be knocked over amidst the bedding.  
Flashlights only!  If you don’t have one then 
someone will lend you one. 
 
   While marching to and fro would make the 
watch more realistic, it is certainly not re-
quired (or even encouraged).  Generally, a 
chair by the fire or a recumbent position upon 
a bale of straw wrapped in your great coat 
helps the hour pass quickly.  There is a pot of 
coffee on the fire that is for the watches, so feel 
free to partake.  Between your rounds (every 
10-15 minutes), sit back and relax.  View the 
grandeur of the night sky or contemplate your 
actions of the day and anticipate the events of 
the morrow.  (Just don’t get too comfortable or 
you risk taking the next persons watch!)  Re-
member, your ears are more effective than 
your eyes; you’ll hear the commotion before 
seeing it. 
 
   Hopefully, this has cleared up some confu-
sion around what has unjustly gained the re-
pute of an arduous duty which in reality is 
simply an excuse to stay up and enjoy the 
camp night-life, a quiet time by the fire, or, a 
chance to watch the sunrise. 
 
   Remember, if something happens that you 
don’t know how to deal with, the whole unit is 
there as a resource.  All we ask is that you give 
some of us a shot at a good night’s sleep. 
 
   Now get up there and sign in! 
 

 

 

“A horse is dangerous at both ends 

and uncomfortable in the middle.”  

~ Ian Fleming 
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The Cannon’s Mouth is in 
need of ARTICLES,  

PICTURES, MEMOIRS,  
STORIES, QUOTES for a  

memorial piece on  
MIKE JOHNSON. 

 
Please submit your  

contributions to 
admin@warhorse.org 

And cc to 
freenblest@hotmail.com 

 
so that we may honor the life 

of a great and humble  
member of CHAS. 
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out your constant emails.  With your help, 
we’ve already shed some light in the long dark 
tunnel to financial stability.  Thanks to Debbie 
Carlisi for stepping up to be our grant writer.  
(and my random promo video maker)  Having 
you with us is more than we can ask for!  And 
thank you to Norm Hewitt who is patiently 
waiting for me to send things his way.  I will 
get there I promise.   

 
********** 

   I may have been a dum dum when I 
took on fundraising, the newsletter, and 
the website, in addition to coordinating 
some events.  WARNING:  To all future 
Cannon’s Mouth editors!  Don’t coordi-
nate an event on the first of the month!!  
It is suicide for deadline!  (You are 
probably all reading this AFTER Gibson 
Ranch, not before like I had planned.) 
 

************* 
 

   Anywho, with Norm, Deb, and Dee on my 
team, we are making history!  I really can’t rec-
ollect if Fundraising Committee has ever really 
been more than one person.  This is truely a 
group effort and more are welcome.  Please 
contact me at katie4wbestm@gmail.com if 
you are interested in helping to find the 
money. 
 
   What have we accomplished so far?  First 
and foremost, we have been accepted into the 
Combined Giving Campaign.  This is where we 
will be placed in  books all county, state, and 
federal workers will see.  They will have access 
to choose us for their yearly donation.  That is 
A LOT of visibility!!  We are very excited about 
this opportunity and can’t wait to see the re-
sults next year. 
 
   We have also been working with Golden Bear 
Racing at Cal Expo.  We are planning to have 
a fundraising event there on May 25 so let 
me know if you would like to come!  We 
hope that we can be one of their charities that 
they donate to. 
 
   The internet has a host of websites to help 
non-profits and we have signed up with one, 

(Continued on page 15) 

Sign up for good search.  It 

is easy to do.  Simple way 

for us to get cash for bills.  

Go to 

www.goodsearch.com, 

put in your info, and 

choose us for your charity.  

Then, start searching!   

 
“When I was young I thought that 

money was the most important 

thing in life; now that I am old I 

know that it is.” 

~ Oscar Wilde 

Fundraising Corner 
Katie Rejaian 

 
   As all of you know, we are short on cash.  
Well, it’s actually worse than that, at this 
point, we can’t support ourselves.  However, 
the Fundraising Committee is hard at work to 
change that.  A LARGE LOUD THANK YOU to 
Dee Murphy for being my money hound and 
go-getter.  I just don’t know what I’d do with-
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Golden Gate Fields Dollar Days 
 

Attention CHAS Members!! 
 

We are working on a fundraiser for CHAS that will NOT include any "dirty” work, and sounds 
easy and FUN!  We have applied to participate in Volunteer Days at Golden Gate Fields, which 

will require at least 10 adults (over 21) to work the Dollar Days food service booth. 
 

The idea is that volunteers sell/serve hot dogs, sodas and beer to the public. (NO you cannot 
drink the beer as the instructions state!). For our participation, CHAS will be rewarded with a 

1,000.00 donation. Not bad for a day’s work! 
 

We are working on getting a date (they are all currently filled), but need to have a list ready to 
go of those who are willing to participate.  

 
If you’re willing and a have a few friends or family members that are interested, get signed up!  

This fundraising event will be on a Sunday. 
 

Please contact Dee Murphy at momagna@yahoo.com if you’re interested in 

helping out. 

FUNDRAISER ALERT FUNDRAISER ALERT FUNDRAISER ALERT FUNDRAISER ALERT ------------ VOLUNTEERS NEEDED!!!!! VOLUNTEERS NEEDED!!!!! VOLUNTEERS NEEDED!!!!! VOLUNTEERS NEEDED!!!!!    
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Mystery in History  

Answer 
 

James Butler  
"Wild Bill" 

Hickok 
 

 
NOTE:  

DO NOT SEND ARTICLES/
PHOTOS TO  

 
chasdigitalbugler  

@gmail.com  

The End 

charityblossom.org.  We will also be applying 
to some grants with the County of Monterey as 
well as the NRA.   
 
   Don’t forget to do simple things to help the 
unit like using GoodSearch (just sign up at 
www.goodsearch.com, choose us for your char-
ity, and start searching!  We’ll start making 

money!!) and telling your friends and family 
about us.  If you are interested in doing any-
thing to help raise money, please contact me.  
Even if you don’t want to be on the committee, 
we welcome creative ideas.  Just send one of 
us an email!  Again, my email is: 
 

katie4wbestm@gmail.com 
 
   It will be a lot of effort, but I am confident we 
can work together to keep this club going. 
 
 

(FUNDRAISING ~ Continued from page 12) 

 

Cannon’s Mouth  
Submissions 

Due by the 24th of each month 

 

Email to: 
admin@warhorse.org 

and cc to: 

freenblest@hotmail.com 

 

Lincoln Jokes & Quotes 

 
If all do not join now to save the good old 
ship of the Union this voyage, nobody will 
have a chance to pilot her on another voy-

age. 
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Feed a horse!Feed a horse!Feed a horse!Feed a horse!    

Buy a shirt!Buy a shirt!Buy a shirt!Buy a shirt!    

www.cafepress.com/chas_sutler 

 

For ordering info of 

these four items email: 

admin@warhorse.org 
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3rd US Roster Assignments 2013   

Role Name Report To Role Name Report To 

Commanding Officer Ginos, Alan  Stable Sgt. Winfrey, Dennis 1st Sgt. 

1st Lieutenant Dombroski, Ken Captain Teamster Bailey, Wendy Stable Sgt. 

1st Sergeant Foster, Scott Captain Teamster Casini, Paul Stable Sgt. 

Company Clerk Neikirk, Janice 1st Sgt. Teamster Faubel, Melinda Stable Sgt. 

Provisioner Gumbly, Nancy 1st Sgt. Teamster Hayes, Shannon Stable Sgt. 

Assistant Provisioner Lisa Sullivan Provisioner Teamster Mettler, Jon Stable Sgt. 

      

Gun/Team 1   Gun/Team 2   

Chief of Piece Thompson, Terry 1st Sgt. Chief of Piece  1st Sgt. 

Gun Corporal Alto, Scott Gun Sgt. Gun Corporal Boyd, John Gun Sgt. 

Cannoneer Thorne, Philip Gun Sgt. Cannoneer Casali, Federico Gun Sgt. 

Cannoneer Thorne, Taylor Gun Sgt. Cannoneer Ebert, Robert Gun Sgt. 

Cannoneer Maurier, Bruce Gun Sgt. Cannoneer Entriken, William Gun Sgt. 

Cannoneer Murphy, Brooke Gun Sgt. Cannoneer Gillich, John Gun Sgt. 

Cannoneer Murphy, Sierra Gun Sgt. Cannoneer Thelen, Carl Gun Sgt. 

   Cannoneer Gumbley, Ben  

      

Team Corporal Faubel, Wes Gun Sgt. Team Corporal Rejaian, Katie Gun Sgt. 

Driver Carlisi, Deb Team Cpl. Driver Berry, Mike Team Cpl. 

Driver Fischer, Pete Team Cpl. Driver Hewitt, Norm Team Cpl. 

Driver Horton, Jim Team Cpl. Driver Moretti, Teri Team Cpl. 

Driver Miljevich, Ted Team Cpl. Driver Murphy, Dee Team Cpl. 

Driver Virga, Tony Team Cpl. Driver Neikirk, Garth Team Cpl. 

   Driver Thompson, Karla Team Cpl. 

      

Artificers   Soldier's Aid Supporting  

Artificer Ahrenholz, Ray 1st Sgt. Allen, Patricia (Kay) Morgan, Jeannine  

Artificer Boling, Roger 1st Sgt. Boling, Judith Pico, Sharon  

Artificer Little, Rylan 1st Sgt. Herrold, Alison   

Artificer Weston, Mark 1st Sgt. Johnson, Rosolyn   

   Owens, Evelyn   

   Schulken, Donna   

  Unassigned    

Unassigned Bradford, Bryan  Unassigned Johnson, William  

Unassigned Burnham, Nancy  Unassigned Justiniano, Joe  

Unassigned Burtz, Dan  Unassigned Langman, Chip  

Unassigned Byrne, Jeanne  Unassigned Lenz, Dennis  

Unassigned Ensign, Susan  Unassigned Lewis, Thomas  

Unassigned Faubel, Carolyn  Unassigned Martinez, Thomas  

Unassigned Foster, Karen  Unassigned Rejaian, Amir  

Unassigned Hawkins, Bill  Unassigned Rogers, Keith  

Unassigned Hawkins, Virginia  Unassigned Rogers, Laurie  

Unassigned Hewitt, Richard  Unassigned Sims, Ed  
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2013 Schedule of Events  
January   

20 Annual meeting 
California Military Museum, Old Sacramento, CA 
Contact Ted Miljevich 

February   
02 Sacramento Museum Day 

California Military Museum, Old Sacramento, CA 
1 Cannon 
Contact John Boyd 

    
02 CWRS Live Fire 

Orosi, CA 
1 Cannon 
Contact Scott Foster 

    
23 - 24 Equipment Maintenance Work Party 

Camp Warhorse, Salinas, CA 
Contact Ken Dombroski 

March   
01 - 03 CWRA Battles & Encampment 

Mooney Grove Park, Visalia, CA 
1 Cannon, Forge 
Contact Roger Boling 

  
09 - 10 Driver Training 

Camp Warhorse, Salinas, CA 
Contact Katie Rejaian 

    
23 - 24 Driver Training 

Camp Caisson, Duncans Mills, CA 
Contact Alan Ginos 

April   
06 - 07 SCCWA Battles & Encampment 

Prado Regional Park, Chino Hills, CA 
2 Cannons, 2 Teams, & Ambulance 
Contact Alan Ginos 

    
20 - 21 ACWA Battles & Encampment 

Mariposa, CA 
2 Cannons, 2 Teams, Ambulance, Wagon, & Forge 
Contact TBA 

May   

04 - 05 NCWA Battles & Encampment 
Gibson Ranch Park, Sacramento, CA 
2 Cannons, 2 Teams, Ambulance, Wagon, & Forge 
Contact Katie Rejaian 

    
18 Fort Ord Warhorse Day 

City of Marina Equestrian Center, Marina, CA 
1 Cannon & 1 Team 
Contact Katie Rejaian 

  

June  
21 - 23 Russian River Rodeo & Living History 

Russian River Rodeo Grounds, Duncans Mills, CA 
Volunteers needed to help with Event 
Contact TBA 

July   
June 27 -  7 150th Gettysburg Battles & Encampments 

2 EVENTS, Gettysburg, PA  
Contacts Ken Dombroski & Alan Ginos 

    
13 - 19 CHAS Civil War Days Work Party 

Duncans Mills, CA  
Contact Ted Miljevich 

    
20 - 21 CHAS Battles & Encampment 'Civil War Days'  

Duncans Mils, CA 
2 Cannons, 2 Teams, Ambulance, Wagon, & Forge 
Contact Ted Miljevich 

September   
07 - 08 NCWA Battles & Encampment 

San Benito Historic Park, Tres Pinos, CA 
1 Cannon & 3-5 Horses for Wagon/Hearse 
Contact TBA 

28 - 29 FSH Battles & Encampment 
Kearny Park, Fresno, CA  
1 Cannon 
Contact TBA 

  

October   

12 - 13 Fort Mervine Living History & Encampment 
Lower Presidio Historic Park, Monterey, CA  
1 Cannon, 1 Team, & 1 Wagon/Amulance 
Contact Katie Rejaian 

    
November   
09 - 10 RH Battles & Encampment 

Tierra Rejada Ranch, Moorpark, CA  
2 Cannons, 2 Teams, Ambulance, Wagon, & Forge 
Contact TBA 

    
16 - 17 Equipment Storage Work Party 

Camp Warhorse, Salinas, CA  
Contact Katie Rejaian 

Work Parties Work Parties Work Parties Work Parties Work Parties Work Parties Work Parties Work Parties Work Parties Work Parties Work Parties Work Parties             

Are FUN!!Are FUN!!Are FUN!!Are FUN!!Are FUN!!Are FUN!!Are FUN!!Are FUN!!Are FUN!!Are FUN!!Are FUN!!Are FUN!!            
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6-up Artillery Team (7 horses) for Sale $10,000 
($20,000 for 7 horses including tack) 

 

The California Historical Artillery Society (CHAS) has one of its four teams of six horses each 
up for sale with or without harness.  The economic times have made it hard to recruit enough 
people to work with the 30 plus horses we have rescued from the harness racing circuit.  Hay 
and other rising costs make it logical for us to cut back on unused resources at this time. Any 

artillery group wanting to go mounted can take advantage of this turnkey offer. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• Standard bred ex-race horses converted to Army duty and ready to work  

• Color and size matched teams 
• Used for battlefield work including cannon fire; civic parades; and military funerals 
• Good pleasure riding horses with trail and beach experience 
• Border States Leatherwork (Doug Kidd) harness used exclusively 
• Seventh horse for outrider and spare team horse 
• Trained by a group of artillery horse experts with over 70 mounts trained since 1991 

• Sale includes a week of training with tack and horses at our facility in Salinas CA 

• Pictures and descriptions of specific horses available upon request 
• Possible delivery to Gettysburg 2013 events where team will be in action 

 
For more information please contact Dennis Winfrey at drw201@comcast.net 

day: 831-424-5093, evening: 831-758-2331 or Alan Ginos at adginos@hotmail.com  
 

**Please note, horses for sale not necessarily ones pictured. 
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Submissions for the next issue are due no later 
than May 24, 2013 

CALIFORNIA HISTORY ARTILLERY SOCIETY 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 2013 
 

President 
Ted Miljevich  (650) 969-6569                      chaselduce@aol.com 
 

Vice President 
John Boyd  (415) 924-4419              johnmboyd@earthlink.net 

 

Recording Secretary 
Scott Foster  (510) 792-7800            3rdartyscott@sbcglobal.net 
 

Corresponding Secretary 
Judith Boling  (559) 786.0933           sancomlady@sbcglobal.net 
 

Treasurer 
Janice Neikirk  (916) 692-8402                freenblest@hotmail.com 
 

Members at Large 
Roger Boling  (559) 627-3160                  cwartificer@gmail.com 
Katie Rejaian  (530) 304-3094             katie4wbestm@gmail.com  

 

 

2013 Unit Command 
 

Military Commander 
Capt. Alan Ginos  (925)-945-1502                   adginos@hotmail.com 

 

Military Executive Officer 
1st Lt. Ken Dombroski       (831) 915-1232     dombroskik@aol.com 
 

Acting Civilian Commander 
Judith Boling  (559) 786.0933           sancomlady@sbcglobal.net 
 
 

2013 Committees 
Safety 
Roger Boling  (559) 627-3160                  cwartificer@gmail.com 
 

Fundraising 
Katie Rejaian  (530) 304-3094             katie4wbestm@gmail.com 

 

Materials/Acquisitions/Maintenance 
Alan Ginos  (925) 945-1502                    adginos@hotmail.com 
 

Recruitment 
Judith Boling  (559) 786.0933              chasrecruit@warhorse.org 
 

Bylaws/Rules 
Wes Faubel  (530) 741-1259                      wfaubel@yahoo.com 
 

Historical Educational/Archives 
1st Lt. Ken Dombroski       (831) 915-1232     dombroskik@aol.com 
 

Events 
Alan Ginos  (925) 945-1502                    adginos@hotmail.com 

 
 

Chairman of the Board of the 

California Historical Artillery Society: 

Ted Miljevich 
Federal Employer I.D. #77-0480342 

Cal. Corp. # 2057897 

For CHAS Membership Information Contact: 
Judith Boling (559) 627-3160 chasrecuit@warhorse.org 

 
 

Important Web Addresses 
 

Civil War Days at Duncans Mills 
http://www.civilwardays.net/ 
707-922-5901 or 831-751-6978 
 

California Historical Artillery Society 
http://www.warhorse.org 
 

Pacific Area Civil War Reenactors 
http://koplowicz.com/pacwr/ 
 

American Civil War Association (ACWA) 
http://www.acwa.org/ 
 

American Civil War Society (ACWS) 
http://www.acws.net/ 
 

Civil War Re-enactment Society (CWRS) 
http://www.cwrs.info 
 

Comstock Civil War Reenactors (CCWR) 

http://www.ccwr.us/ 
 

National Civil War Association 
http://www.ncwa.org/ 
 

Reenactors of the American Civil War (RACW) 
http://www.racw.org 
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